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It’s hard to 
believe another 
year of camp is 
complete, but our 
12th year was 
one of our best.  
Seventy-eight 
real-life heroes 

laid it all on the line to give our fifty-nine 
campers the week of a lifetime, full of 
countless moments that deeply matter 
and positive memories that we believe 
they’ll hold for eternity.  This week 
was a picture-perfect glimpse of what 
pure and undefiled religion really looks 
like--people truly loving God and loving 
people.  

Driving up to camp with the kids Monday 
morning, I had a very clear picture in my 
mind of God literally handing us these 
kids and saying, “Here you go. These 
are mine, and this week I’m giving them 
to you.  Love them well.”  Our team 

gave everything they had, and more, to 
be the hands and feet of Jesus, to love 
each child deeply and to show them 
that they matter more than they could 
ever imagine.  These adults served 
beautifully and selflessly, and because 
of a massive influx of child applications 
this year, let us take more kids knowing 
it meant they’d have to work even 
harder.  On Friday, we handed our kids 
back to God, having done exactly what 
He entrusted us to do, and knowing that 
the trajectory of their lives is now a little 
bit different. 

In reflecting on camp, Keith Ruska 
shared this: “So many of these kids are 

59 KIDS, 78 HEROES, AND OVERWHELMING SUPPORT FROM YOU!
by Allison McLain

Image Top: Royal Family Kids Camp Staff and 
Volunteers welcoming the campers.

Image Right: Campers showing off their 
temporary tattoos.
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IS IT EVER GOING TO SOUND GOOD?
by Pastor Dennis Webber

We meet every week as a church family in a nice 
large building that was built with one thing in mind 
– create space for a lot of people to sit, listen, and 
see one person speak from a fixed point on the 
platform. Lighting that space, using that space for a 
worship band, and reproducing sound that is clear 
and pleasant for everyone in the room was not part 
of the design. In fact the original sound system was 

completely outside the room and blasted in through a hole in the ceiling!

Various attempts have been made to improve the sound delivery system, but none 
of them have been comprehensive. None of these attempts have ever actually done 
what audio engineers told us was necessary to address the challenges of a room our 
size, configuration, and the materials used in construction.

When the latest version of equipment gave out we set about to find an actual answer 
to the issues of sound delivered to where you sit that is at the same volume and 
clarity as the person sitting one section over or one section above or below your seat. 
As you might imagine part of the reason for not fixing things in the past was cost. We 
are happy to say that we have come up with a solution based on audio engineering 
that is priced at half the original estimates. But half of a whole bunch is still a lot.

Convinced we are on the right track, we are asking that you consider helping make 
these repairs possible by contributing to the project. Over the next couple of months 
the repairs and changes will be going in and we will all have the opportunity to 
contribute to making the repairs and changes necessary to finally solve an issue as 
old as the building itself.

FAMILY DAY AT  
FORT VANNOY FARMS
October 1 at 2 p.m.
Grab a pumpkin spice latte and head 
on out to Fort Vannoy Farms with your 
church family! Fort Vannoy has lots to 
offer with their corn maze, pumpkin 
patch, hayrides, pumpkin chunker, 
cannon blaster, cow train, and zip line. 
Parkway will provide chips, chili, and an 
endless fountain of nacho cheese. We 
guarantee you will have a good time or 
we will happily refund your misery.  
Plaid shirts are not required (but may 
get you featured on the Facebooks or a 
future newsletter)!

FUN THIS SUMMER WITH YOUTH AND KIDS!

CONNECT AT CARE GROUP
Do you want to connect with other 
Christians beyond the surface-level 
hallway chat? Check out one of 
these open Care Groups that discuss 
questions from the bulletin each week.

Pastor Stephen and Corissa Olson, 
Sundays 5:30-7pm

Dan and Danielle Fear,  
Mondays 7-9pm

Neil and Jennifer Freeman,  
Tuesdays 6-8pm

Interested in joining one of these 
groups? Contact Pastor Stephen Olson 
at 541.531.3286 or  
stephen@parkwaycc.com.

Image Above: Corissa Olson & Brittney 
McGowan getting their hick on.



shuttled from one foster home to another and they can’t 
physically call a house a home. Many of those kids, for 
maybe the first time, found an open door of love from the 
Lord beckoning them to come to His home of love. That open 
door was provided by the unity and love God used to show 
them how love really operates.”

A few hours in, eleven-year-old *Sarah, surprised us by 
sharing that she was an atheist, and she didn’t know this 
was a Christian camp.  Her counselor told her she was free 
to believe whatever she wanted, that she loved her anyways, 
and that since she was at camp already, she might as well 
have a great week.  By Friday morning, Sarah said in an 
excited voice, “I believe in God!”  Later, her Grandma, in 
tears, shared that she had been praying for her to believe 
for years.  

Joy Chamberlain said, “The fact is that God’s love saturates 
their little hearts and they have ears to hear that God really 
does love them and He can make a big difference in their 
lives. The way I know this is by how kids love this camp. It’s 
more than just a bunch of nice people spending time with 
them, it’s the love of God.”

Parkway family, thank you for the support you’ve offered 
over the last twelve years and for the countless ways you’ve 
stood in the gap for kids who can’t stand for themselves 
yet, and for stepping up to the battle lines to fight for their 
futures and for their place in the Kingdom.  And if you 
haven’t joined us yet, we’ve got a place for you.

*Name changed to protect child’s identity

BGMC UPDATE!
Thank you so much for giving during 
BGMC Sunday! The kids are $4770 
towards their goal of $12,000 (and 
sliming the pastors). You can donate 
anytime by marking your giving envelope 
with BGMC. Save your coins for our 
BGMC Sunday!

Images above are from Royal Family Kids Camp 2017. 

Image Above:  
Pastor Stephen Olson growing 
strong in God’s family.
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NAVIGATORS 2-7
Since we started the class three years ago, over 
eighty people in our church have completed 
Navigators 2:7 book one. After just eleven weeks, one 
student said, “It has given me more accountability in 
quiet time highlights. It has helped me think more 
deeply when reading the Word. The fellowship with 
others has been encouraging and a blessing.”

If you are ready to deepen your relationship 
with Christ and other believers, come to the 2:7 
Informational Breakfast on Sunday, September 10, at 
8:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. We will show you the 
class materials and answer any questions you have 
without pressuring you to sign up for anything. What’s 
the worst that can happen when a free, delicious 
breakfast is involved?



WELCOME TO PARKWAY!
Thank you for choosing to visit Parkway. We consider 
it a blessing to be your place of worship.

There are a few different ways to connect with us. You 
can access sermons, upcoming events, and more, at 
www.parkwaycc.com or fill out the Next Step Card in 
the Sunday Bulletin and a Pastor will contact you. 

On September 17, we are having our Meet & Greet 
at Noon in the Fellowship Hall. This is a great 
opportunity to learn more about Parkway and get 
to know our Elders and Pastors. We look forward to 
getting to know you!

First Look | Inciting wonder in the hearts of preschoolers  
Sundays at 10 a.m. | Engaging activities for children ages 3-5 

KidFactorE | Kids Church  
Sundays at 10 a.m. | 1st-5th grades | Kids are dismissed after worship 

Catalyst Youth | High School and Middle School Youth Group   
Sundays at 10 a.m. | MS are dismissed after worship. HS remain in service.

Parkway Young Adults  
Sundays at 6:30 p.m. | Mark & Robin Swanburg’s home | HS Seniors are included

Women’s Ministries | Monday Night Women’s Bible Study 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. | Preschool Wing Adult Classroom | Fresh Start on Sept. 11

Catalyst High School Co-Ed Small Group 
Tuesdays at 6:30-8 p.m. | Rick and Sherri Bernheisel’s home

Men’s Ministries | Before Amen
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. | Prayer Room | Fresh Start on Oct. 10

Women’s Ministries | Women’s Bible Study  
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. | Fellowship Hall | Fresh Start on Sept. 13

KidFactorE | Big Night Learning Night & Great Gross Game Night 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. | K through 5th grades | Fresh Start on Sept. 6

Catalyst Youth | Middle School & High School Youth Group   
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. | Hull Center Gym  

Men’s Breakfast | Leadership Through Christ 
Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. | Fellowship Hall | Food, Fellowship & Bible Study

Traditions | A weekly gathering for older adults  
Thursdays at 10 a.m. | Fellowship Hall | Hymns, prayer and a powerful message

Celebrate Recovery | Freedom from life’s hurts, habits, and hang-ups 
Thursdays at 6 p.m. | Hull Center Gym 

WEEKLY AT PARKWAY

229 NE Beacon Dr., Grants Pass, OR 97526
541.479.2639  |  www.parkwaycc.com

SEPTEMBER

Catalyst Back to School Party
September 6 at 6 p.m. DATE CHANGE

DivorceCare
September 9 at 9 a.m.

Navigators 2:7, Book 1
September 10 at 8:30 a.m.

Meet & Greet
September 17 at 12 noon

OCTOBER

Family Day at Fort Vannoy
October 1 at 2 p.m.

Baptism Class & Baptism
October 1 at 8:30 a.m.

Membership Class
October 8 at 12 noon

Men’s - Before Amen
October 10 at 6:30 p.m.

Oregon Youth Convention
October 12 through 14

Parent Strong
October 21 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Fall Health Fair
October 26 at 10 a.m.

Harvest Festival
October 31 at 6 p.m.

For more visit parkwaycc.com/events


