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Hi, we are so 
happy you have 
chosen Parkway 
as your place 
of worship. For 
some (ok, I mean 
me, I admit it), 
just making it to 

those doors on time is a small (or large) 
victory. For others, a desire to connect 
with God is overwhelming because, well, 
LIFE has happened that week. Then 
there is the joy of anticipation as we 
connect with our church family, catching 
up on, well, LIFE. 

As you walk through the doors, you are 
greeted with a smile and a handshake. 
You are invited to join us in the sanctuary, 
handed a bulletin and helped to your 
seat. Our Hospitality Team answers 
any questions at the info desk or helps 
you to the nursery and preschool wing. 
After you have taken your seat, you see 
the Worship Team take the stage and 
are invited to join them in praise and 
worship as the Media Team mixes audio, 

lights and displays lyrics on screen 
(as well as broadcasts our services to 
those unable to attend). Once a month, 
you are invited to share in communion. 
If you have prayer needs, the Prayer 
Team welcomes you, prays with you and 
anoints the sick with oil. 

We all settle down for announcements 
and prayer over the youth and kids as 
they join their teachers for a lesson. 
Then, we enter into a time of learning. 
You listen and look to the power point 
slides to fill in your bulletin. 

We commit to applying that day’s lesson 
to our life that week and are given an 
opportunity to honor God with our tithes 
and offering. We pray over what we have 
learned and then we are dismissed. We 
pick up our children, visit with friends 
and family, make lunch plans and 
continue on our way – entering into a 
new week refreshed and prepared for 
what it may bring us. 

That is a typical Sunday Service at 
Parkway. But, have you ever wondered 

BEYOND THE SANCTUARY
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what went into making all of the DETAILS of this day happen? 
It’s a blessed two hours, but how many hours (and days) went 
into making it happen behind the scenes and in the week (or 
weeks) leading up to this particular Sunday? WHO is doing this 
work? How does it all come together? Is there a place where 
you can help?

Welcome to our new series, “Beyond the Sanctuary.” In this 
series it is our goal to show you how Sunday happens and 
honor those who have been serving in these various areas. 
Over the next few months, you will meet the teams and see 
the process of what happens behind the scenes. We invite you 
into the process. 

If you are interested in joining any of these ministry teams, contact us at  
info@parkwaycc.com or call the office at 541-479-2639. 

BEYOND THE SANCTUARY:  
SERMON SELECTION PROCESS.
by Pastor Dennis Webber

Someone asked, “How do you decide what sermons to 
preach?”  The short answer is we pray and ask God and then 
do what He says. The longer answer is that the prayer is often 
asked in context. To help in doing his work as Pastor of the 
church in Ephesus, the Apostle Paul writes this to Timothy in a 
letter, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,  so that 
the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work.” (2 Tim. 3:16-17 NIV)

In that sense it is not really possible to present the “wrong” 
sermon. All Scripture is inspired by God and useful for 
Godly living so any portion of Scripture properly understood, 
presented, and applied is “good.”

The question becomes one of what kind of equipping does this 
group of people need at this time in this place? That is where 

the conversation with God begins. He knows us. He knows our 
circumstance.  He also knows what is coming for which we 
need to be prepared.

This process can be one of doing no prior preparation other 
than personal devotional reading followed up with a prayer 
on the way up to the podium that says “God help me say the 
right thing.” On the other hand it can be the choice to preach 
through a lectionary that has been developed over centuries 
and is designed to assign to the speaker three related 
passages of Scripture (one each from the Old Testament, 
Psalms, and New Testament) from which the speaker chooses 
and preaches on an annual rotation. Then there are those who 
start in Genesis 1 every year and head for Revelation 22 by the 
end of the year.

We tend to find a path in the middle, choosing sections of 
Scripture (a letter to a New Testament church, one of the four 
Gospels or some subset like Jesus’ parables or miracles) 
and to explore them in some depth.  We do this for a couple 
of reasons. First, we want people to understand how to read 
the Bible for themselves; learning not only what lessons the 
speaker thinks are important from the Bible but at least in 
some degree how he came to that understanding.  Second, 
it is our hope that the Biblical thinking of the people we are 
learning with will be greater than just a devotional reading 
(here is what the verse means to me) and that we will come 
to the place of understanding in the context of the Bible as 
a whole and the purpose of its intended writing when it was 
written “What does this verse actually mean?”  

We believe that it is from this perspective that the most 
accurate and life informing applications of Scripture can be 
made. We never underestimate the Holy Spirit’s ability to help 
the person who just says “I am in trouble so I am going to 
just open the Bible and read the first words I see.” It is just 
our perception that long term if your are going to be Biblically 
informed both in information and practice at some point you 
have to study as Scripture says, not merely read.

... Beyond the Sanctuary 
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CHIP NIGHT IS COMING!
Some amazing things are happening as we are navigating our way through our 
testimony series. Small snippets of your stories are starting to be heard. Hearts are 
coming to Jesus in new ways as they witness grace in other stories and accept it 
within their own. To mark the end (or is it the beginning?) of the testimonies, we will 
be celebrating grace with our very own version of Chip Night. In Celebrate Recovery, 
Chip Night is an opportunity to get a chip similar to this one. We celebrate with 
you what God has done for you; not your accomplishments but the work of God in 
your life. It is about beginning and continuing with God on a journey of grace that is 
transforming our lives. 

Be here on February 25th ready to get your chip. For some, it might be the start of a 
journey with God—Day 1 of God’s way not your way, but it goes from there. 60 days 
free from credit card use. 120 days of sexual purity. 2 years of sobriety. 30 days since 
trading fear for faith. Don’t miss this day of testimony celebration! Come and witness 
grace (and be ready to cheer like a crazy person)!



CARE GROUP OF THE MONTH
by Pastor Stephen Olson

The Freeman Care Group meets on 
Tuesday nights from 6-8pm at Neil and 
Jennifer Freeman’s home. They use the 
sermon-based discussion questions. I 
asked them a few questions about their 
Care Group. Here are their answers:

What is your favorite part about being in this Care Group? 
“Jennifer always offers grapes and Neil always makes coffee! But they don’t let  
us have any until the end - we think that’s how they keep us here. We’re also  
very spiritual.”

What is unique about your Care Group? 
(All In Unison): “Neil!”

Do you want more people to join your Care Group? 
“Yes! We want everyone to be welcome. We started out as three new couples, so we 
know what it’s like to feel new. Our group motto is: Loving God and each other while 
developing leaders and accepting others.”

Image Top: Couples pictured, left to right: Jack and Cyndi Albee, Dave and Jodi Scheloske,  
Guy and Chris Wood, and Neil and Jennifer Freeman

BGMC SUNDAY
Mark your calendars for February 11th 
and bring your loose change to service 
for a BGMC Offering. The kids will be 
collecting during the morning service. 
If you need a Buddy Barrel to put your 
collection in, please pick on up at the 
children’s registration desk at any time.

BUSINESS MEETINGS
This is our annual time of review, vision 
casting and prayer. Our emphasis is on 
where we believe God is directing us 
for 2018, ideas on what that might look 
like, and praying over these thoughts.  
This is a great moment of information 
and inspiration for members. It includes 
voting on budgets and Elder positions. 
For all who are part of the Parkway 
Family it is about information and prayer 
regarding our future. All are invited to 
attend, but you must be a member to 
vote. We meet in the Fellowship Hall 
over 2 days: 

February 18 at 6 p.m. 
Review Financial Reports and Operating 
Budget Year 2018

February 25 at 6 pm. 
Approve Financial Reports; Operating 
Budget Year 2018; Elect Elders; Discuss 
Future Ministry.

VALENTINE DATE NIGHT
by Pastor St. John

Valentines day is quickly approaching.  This year it will fall on a Wednesday (February 
14th). Sometimes we just can’t seem to find the time to enjoy a quiet romantic dinner. 
Well we hope we can help you with that. Get your calendar out and make sure you 
and your sweetheart plan a date on the evening of the 14th. But what about the 
kids??????

The KidFactorE and preschool will be open from 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm with some special 
celebrations for the kids. The youth will also be open this evening. We will take great 
care of your kids so you can take great care of each other. It’s a win-win opportunity. 
Did we mention we also do not charge a babysitting fee?

So where will you go? What surprise can you plan for that special person in your life? 
We hope we have made the planning a little easier for you.

Of course don’t forget to come back and pick-up your kids and be sure to let us know 
how your evening went!

LIFE AFTER FIFTY VALENTINE’S DINNER
Life After 50 is hosting their Valentine’s 
Banquet on February 16 at 6 p.m. This 
year’s dinner will be held at the Grants 
Pass Golf Course. All are welcome, 
singles and couples alike, and those 
both over and under 50! The cost is 
$15 per person, and includes dinner 
and entertainment. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to invite new friends and 
loved ones to a faith focused evening 
and a great meal. Stop by the info desk 
to get your ticket or call the church 
office at 541-479-2639



WELCOME TO PARKWAY!
First, WELCOME! We are so excited you have joined 
us. If you are visiting us during our Sunday Service, 
stop by the info desk in the lobby or shake hands with 
an Usher. We have a few things for you and would 
love the opportunity to say, “Hi!”

There are a few ways to connect with us. Visit our 
website, www.parkwaycc.com for information about 
Parkway as well as sermons, events, and more. You 
can also fill out the Next Step Card (the gray insert in 
your bulletin) and a Pastor will contact you. We look 
forward to getting to know you!

First Look | Inciting Wonder in the Hearts of Preschoolers  
Sundays at 10 a.m. | Engaging activities for children ages 3-5 

KidFactorE | Kids Church  
Sundays at 10 a.m. | 1st-5th grades | Kids are dismissed after worship 

Catalyst Youth | High School and Middle School Youth Group   
Sundays at 10 a.m. | MS are dismissed after worship | HS remain in service

Parkway Young Adults  
Sundays at 6:30 p.m. | Mark & Robin Swanburg’s home | HS Seniors are included

Women’s Ministries | Monday Night Women’s Bible Study 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. | Preschool Wing Adult Classroom 

Men’s Ministries | Bible Study
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. | Prayer Room 

Women’s Ministries | Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. | Fellowship Hall | Childcare Provided

KidFactorE | Big Night Learning Night & Great Gross Game Night 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. | K through 5th grades 

Catalyst Youth | Middle School & High School Youth Group   
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. | Hull Center Gym  

Men’s Breakfast | Leadership Through Christ 
Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. | Fellowship Hall | Food, Fellowship & Bible Study

Traditions | A Weekly Gathering for Older Adults  
Thursdays at 10 a.m. | Fellowship Hall | Hymns, prayer and a powerful message

Celebrate Recovery | Freedom From Life’s Hurts, Habits, and Hang-ups 
Thursdays at 6 p.m. | Hull Center Gym 

WEEKLY AT PARKWAY

229 NE Beacon Dr., Grants Pass, OR 97526
541.479.2639  |  www.parkwaycc.com

FEBRUARY

BGMC Sunday
February 11 at Service

LAF Valentine’s Dinner
February 16 at 6 p.m.

Pre-Business Meeting
February 18 at 6 p.m.

Annual Business Meeting
February 25 at 6 p.m.

MARCH

Men’s Community Breakfast
March 3 at 8:30 a.m.

DivorceCare
March 3 at 9 a.m.

The Seven Pillars of Freedom
March 7 at 7 a.m.

Meet & Greet
March 11 at noon

Ecuador Missions Trip
March 23 to April 3

Palm Sunday Service
March 25 at 10 a.m.

Passover Seder Meal
March 29 at 6 p.m.

Good Friday Sacred Space
March 30 at 6 p.m.

For more visit parkwaycc.com/events


