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My passion over 
the last 12 years 
has become the 
hearts of women. 
I am Sarah – 
mom of three: 
Beth 13, Cindy 
10, and Howie 8. 

I have been married to my best friend 
Jeff for 20 years this month. We made 
Grants Pass our home in 2014, and 
haven’t looked back. Raised in Oregon, I 
left for California and then later Arizona 
in the mid 90s to attend college and 
follow Jeff to San Diego where he served 
in the Navy. We were blessed when 
given the opportunity to move back to 
Oregon after being away for 16 years. 

My passion for women’s hearts 
developed out of becoming a mom, 
and seeing how incredibly hard the 

mundane parts of life can be. Faced with 
becoming a stay at home mom, after 
teaching High School Language Arts 
for 7 years, I found myself lonely and 
isolated. Confused as to how I fit into 
this new role, my world turned upside 
down. Teaching was full of collaboration, 
encouragement, and suggestions. 
Stay at home mommy-ing was full of 
questions with no one to answer, silence, 
and wondering if there was a better or 
a different way. A friend reached out 
and invited me into a Christ centered 
moms group called Mops. This is 
where we pulled off all the facades and 
realized we were just a bunch of moms, 
struggling in the everyday, loved Jesus, 
and had a heart for each other and 
passion for sharing his word. 

Leaning on other believers, and always 
having them point me back to His Word 
is what radically changed me, and led 
me from simply believing in Christ to 
having a relationship with Him. When we 
moved to Oregon, I prepared and prayed 
daily for this type of community. Within 5 
days of being in Oregon, God led to me a 

BEAUTIFUL TOGETHER
by Sarah Craven
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CARE GROUP  
OF THE MONTH
Dan and Danielle Fear’s Care Group 
meets on Monday nights at their home 
from 7-8:30pm. They use the sermon-
based discussion questions. Danielle 
says, “Our favorite part of this Care 
Group is being able to do ministry 
together as a couple and to live life 
and seek God together with the other 
members. We are a diverse group in 
many ways but most of us are empty 
nesters. We do want more people - just 
one or two more couples. More than that 
would interfere with the small group 
dynamic. We think everyone should join 
a Care Group because they encourage 
spiritual growth and accountability.” 

If you’re interested in joining the  
Fear’s Care Group, e-mail Pastor 
Stephen stephen@parkwaycc.com  
or call him at 541-531-3286.

“MINI-MONY”
by Ron Ruby

Have you traveled to Jackson Hole, Wyoming? If you have, you’ve probably seen the 
log chapel at the entrance to the Grand Teton National Park. Back in 1954 it looked 
quite different, but I was baptized in that chapel as a kid. Unfortunately, my parents 
didn’t teach us about God or set an example of following any religious conduct. I was 
left with the belief there was a God, but He had nothing to do with living life, so I lived 
life according to my own pleasures. This attitude continued throughout high school, 
my time in the army, and when I began working as a police officer. My hedonistic 
life style lead to a son, but I refused to marry his mother and even later paid for an 
abortion for her. I paid child support but had nothing to do with him. 

I came to know Jesus as my Savior when I was a police officer. A friend, who was 
not a Christian himself prior to that day, gave me a Christian booklet called “Four 
Spiritual Laws.” The next day I was pulled over on the side of the road and I ended 
up reading that tract. I thought to myself, “That makes sense,” and for some reason I 
said the prayer at the end. It seemed like no big deal. However, due to that simple act, 
a change had occurred. Later that week I found myself agreeing to attend Church and 
have been doing so ever since.

Years later I went through a painful divorce. As my life fell apart, it was all I could do 
to maintain my faith. But during that process, the Lord restored a friendship with my 
estranged son. Not long after the divorce I remarried and I have been married for 
thirty years. I have attended Parkway for twenty years and I serve in Media ministries. 
For me, church is all about the people and friendships.

SERVE GP: SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, May 19 
The church is the strongest single community of people in Grants Pass. We envision 
the church coming together for a blitz of compassion in our community. On this day, 
it will be known that God cares and His mercy endures forever. Serve GP will be a 
tangible expression of God’s love through His people with no strings attached. 

There are some changes this year for Serve GP. Our Saturday, community service day 
will be earlier than usual. This will allow us many additional opportunities (like cooler 
weather). Celebrate in the Park will follow later in June.

This year Parkway has taken on several projects at Williams Elementary School. 
We will paint several portable classrooms, clean windows and help with several 
landscaping projects. Childcare will be available and the school’s principal, Mr. Steve 
Fuller, will provide us with lunch afterwards. 

There are many opportunities to be involved from landscaping, painting and childcare.  
There is a need for supplies from pressure washers to paint and gardening tools. If 
you would like to volunteer or donate, please stop by the info desk, call the church 
office at 541-479-2639, or email info@parkwaycc.com
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KIDFACTORE AND BGMC
by Jonell McBriety

This year in Kid FactorE, we are on a 
BGMC mission! We have a 2-part vision 
for our children:  That they would learn to 
seek God and experience His faithfulness 
in their lives, and that they would learn 
to give sacrificially and take ownership of 
their missions giving. So this year, we have 
challenged our kids to dig deep and make 

a Faith Promise with their BGMC giving. We are asking our kids to seek the Lord 
through prayer, asking Him to guide them in their giving goals. Then we are asking 
them to think of ways they can earn money to meet this goal. They are learning that 
they can give up part of their time and resources to ensure that other kids all across 
the world can learn about Jesus. And the best part is that our kids really get it! They 
are developing a heart for people all over the world and they want to help! 

This year the kids have a goal to raise $9,000 for BGMC and so far, they are right 
on track! Please be in prayer for kids. Pray that they continue to develop a heart 
for missions, that they would give sacrificially, and that they would experience the 
faithfulness of God as they trust Him to guide them in their giving goals. For more 
information on Boys and Girls Missionary Challenge (BGMC), please check out  
http://bgmc.ag.org 

MEN’S BREAKFAST
by Pastor Stephen Olson
Two of my favorite parts about my role 
at Parkway is the Church of the Valley 
and Men’s Ministries, so naturally I 
love the combination of the two in the 
Community-Wide Men’s Ministry. At the 
March breakfast, Pastor Jon Marshall 
from Grace Bible Church shared about 
how to love our wives better. He gave us 
many practical tips. Some were easy, 
like buying flowers, and others were 
more challenging, like deep-cleaning 
the bathroom. We’re about to have the 
final installment in a trilogy of men’s 
breakfasts on April 14 at 8:30am at 
Calvary Chapel. Pastor Troy Wickline 
from Calvary Chapel will be sharing how 
to put the word adventure into our lives. 

Our Preschool Wing Remodel will be 
under way starting April 8. For the 
duration of the remodel, all preschool 
kiddos will be checked in at the Ed-Wing 
on Sundays and Wednesdays. Look 
for the signs directing you to the new 
area. Our Hospitality Team will also be 
available to direct you where to go. 

RFK BANQUET & AUCTION
Mark your calendars for the 8th Annual 
Banquet & Auction on Saturday, April 
14 supporting Royal Family Kids. Visit 
grantspass.royalfamilykids.org/events  
for more information.

local women’s group where Jeannette 
Webber was speaking. I knew from 
simply listening to her for 30 minutes, 
that she was rooted in Christ, had a 
heart for women, and had so much 
wisdom to share. That next Sunday we 
attended Parkway and have been here 
ever since.  

Drawing closer to God, He led me to this new season at Parkway. All this busy 
mom of 3 has to offer is a deep love for her Lord, and that all women are given 
the chance to experience the depth of love. As I prepare this next season, my 
heart is that we all feel we have a place. That we all belong. That we all are 
welcome, and we all grow in Christ together. Loneliness is one of the most 
effective tools of the enemy, because God created us to fellowship together.

Look for Connect – Parkway Women’s events in the months to come that serve 
to unite us. When I agreed to take over this volunteer position, it was simply 
because I love the Lord, and this church He brought me to.  Life is so much more 
fulfilling when we have someone to walk through it with. We will have several 
times where we can connect over dinner, movies, or games. We have two weekly 
Bible studies to help us connect to the Word and each other. If you have ideas, or 
a willingness to help serve please reach out. I am here to serve, and want to plan 
events that women want to attend. Our first big event will take place on May 12, at 
our Women’s Tea and Talent Luncheon:  Beautiful Together 

I believe that we are Beautiful Together, and want to celebrate all ages of women 
and girls. I hope that you will plan to attend. It will be a great opportunity to learn 
something new, meet new friends, strengthen relationships, and laugh!

If you have a talent you want to share please sign up at the church office, 
or online at www.parkwaycc.com/tea-talent.  We are looking for all ages, all 
instruments, funny, serious, skits, dances, groups, or individuals.

... Beautiful Together continued from page one

PRESCHOOL MINISTRY



First Look | Inciting Wonder in the Hearts of Preschoolers  
Sundays at 10 a.m. | Engaging activities for children ages 3-5 

KidFactorE | Kids Church  
Sundays at 10 a.m. | 1st-5th grades | Kids are dismissed after worship 

Catalyst Youth | High School and Middle School Youth Group   
Sundays at 10 a.m. | MS are dismissed after worship | HS remain in service

Parkway Young Adults  
Sundays at 6:30 p.m. | Mark & Robin Swanburg’s home | HS Seniors are included

Connect: PM | Monday Night Women’s Bible Study 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. | Preschool Wing Adult Classroom 

Men’s Ministries | Fellowship and Study
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. | Prayer Room 

Connect: AM | Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. | Fellowship Hall | Childcare Provided

KidFactorE | Big Night Learning Night & Great Gross Game Night 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. | K through 5th grades 

Catalyst Youth | Middle School & High School Youth Group   
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. | Hull Center Gym  

Men’s Breakfast | Leadership Through Christ 
Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. | Fellowship Hall | Food, Fellowship & Study

Traditions | A Weekly Gathering for Older Adults  
Thursdays at 10 a.m. | Fellowship Hall | Hymns, prayer and a powerful message

Celebrate Recovery | Freedom From Life’s Hurts, Habits, and Hang-ups 
Thursdays at 6 p.m. | Hull Center Gym 

WEEKLY AT PARKWAY

229 NE Beacon Dr., Grants Pass, OR 97526
541.479.2639  |  www.parkwaycc.com

APRIL

Baptism Class & Baptism
April 8 at 8:30 a.m.

Coffee & Creeds
April 8, 15, 22, & 29 at 9:00 a.m.

Preschool Ministry Move
Starts April 8

Men’s Community Breakfast
April 14 at 8:30 a.m.

RFK Banquet & Auction
April 14 at 5 p.m.

BGMC Sunday
April 15 at 10 a.m.

Middle School Madness
April 29 at Noon

MAY

Parkway Meet & Greet
May 6 at Noon

Women’s Tea & Talent
May 12 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Serve GP
May 19 from 8 a.m. to Noon

JUNE

BGMC Missions Banquet
June 3 at 11:30 a.m.

For more visit parkwaycc.com/events

WELCOME TO PARKWAY!
First, WELCOME! Thank you for choosing to visit 
Parkway. We consider it a blessing to be your place 
of worship. If you are visiting us during our Sunday 
Service, stop by the info desk in the lobby or shake 
hands with an Usher. We have a few things for you 
and would love the opportunity to say, “Hi!”

There are a few ways to connect with us. Visit our 
website, www.parkwaycc.com for information about 
Parkway as well as sermons, events, and more. You 
can also fill out the Next Step Card (the gray insert 
in your bulletin that is collected at the end of service) 
and a Pastor will contact you. 

On May 6, we are having our Meet & Greet at Noon in the Fellowship Hall. This is 
a great opportunity to learn more about Parkway and get to know our Elders and 
Pastors. We look forward to getting to know you!


