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I’m one of 
many in my 
generation who 
has been taught 
more about our 
individual walk 
with Jesus than 
about how all of 
us believers are 

one body. Only recently has the reality 
of this truth about the church become 
more clear to me. I don’t want to 
mislead you—I’ve certainly understood 
this truth in part in the past, but not to 
the extent I do now.

As the Holy Spirit has awakened my 
awareness to this reality, I’ve often 
thought of the Naval Sea, Air, and Land 
teams, commonly known as the Navy 
SEALs.

I have a friend who is a member of these 
elite warriors. He has been with SEAL 
teams for fifteen years and is currently 
an instructor. After pondering these 
truths about the body of Christ for some 
time, I decided to contact him. I knew 
SEALs were a close band of brothers, 

so I wanted to probe deeper. I called 
him and my first questions were, “How 
do SEALs view and interact with each 
other? How do they produce such a 
tight-knit community? And what is 
entailed in their training?”

His first comment to me, “The last 
person a SEAL thinks of is himself.”

I loved how clear and concise he was 
right out of the gate. I knew it would be a 
revealing phone call and remained silent 
so he could continue.

“We value our brother next to us more 
than our self. We never have to cover 
our backs, because we know our SEAL 
brothers will.”

At that point he started “preaching” to 
me: “If you look at the sixth chapter of 
Ephesians, you’ll find the armor of God 
is all forward facing— nothing covers 
our rear side. The reason is that God 
intends for each of us to do what the 
SEALs do, to cover each other’s backs—
to think as one unit, one body. If we don’t 
operate this way, I have only one person 
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KIDS CARE FAIR
It has been another tremendous year of getting so 
many kids in our community ready for school.  The 
Kids Care Fair is coordinated by Pastor St. John.  
He brings many vital community services under 
one roof and allows them to be connected with 
kids and parents in a face-to-face setting.  Groups 
include Boys and Girls Club, Fire & Police, dental, 
vision, hearing, the library and so many more 
agencies.

Exciting this year is the amount of financial support 
that has poured in from the community to fund 
this fair.  St. John was asked to help underwrite 
the cost of the school supplies and through some 
very generous donations from groups like Grants 
Pass Kiwanis and Grants Pass Rotary it was easily 
accomplished.  Last year we provided a small 
lunch offering to our many vendors who often are 
volunteering their time at this 7-8 hour event.  
This year an agency stepped forward and offered 
to underwrite the entire food expense for over 90 
volunteers. The event has concluded but we are 
already planning for next years Kids Care Fair.

PRAYER FOR STUDENTS
Our students our going back to school so 
it’s time to start praying with them and 
for them as they start the next school 
year. Please pray for the upcoming 
See You At The Pole day, the morning 
of September 26th. All around our 
state, country and globe students will 
be gathered at their school flagpoles, 
praying for their schools, friends, 
teachers, churches, and communities. 
We look forward to seeing what God 
will do in our students, schools, and 
community this school year.

GERONIMO-PROJECT
by Bonnie VanDusen

When we said YES to foster care we knew there would be additional expenses.  Soon 
after becoming a foster parent I saw a huge gap in the system and started Geronimo-
Project.  My main goal with Geronimo-Project was to let people know what we as 
foster parents walk through and how other fosters and you the community can 
support and walk alongside.  Recently we hosted our 1st Foster Parent Clothing 
Swap.  When some homes can have a minimal of 4 kids and up to 10 kids the task 
of back to school or seasonal shopping can be a bit overwhelming and expensive.  A 
simple idea of foster parents being able to bring clothes kids no longer fit into and 
exchange them with other fosters turned into something more.  As the word spread 
community groups and individuals donated up to 245 bags worth of gently used 
clothing for the event.  We opened up the doors and served 10 different foster which is 
about $15,000 in savings for those foster families.  After servicing our foster families 
we opened up the doors to the general public charging $1.00 for clothing items 
servicing another 5 families and raising additional funds for foster families.  It can be 
very overwhelming if you want to help out with foster care in some way yet not open 
your home.  Our vision and goal with Geronimo-Project is to spread the message that 
everyone can do something. For more information visit geronimo-project.com

FIRE FIGHTER SUPPORT
by Patti Duncan, Office Manager

One day a woman showed up to the 
church office saying she was new to the 
area and she said she felt God telling 
her to give to the fire fighters. She 
asked me if I knew of a place where 
she could drop off supplies for them. 
Hey Parkway, good job! This is God at 
work in all of our lives. It has a been a 
joy to see our Parkway Christian Center 
community provide much needed 
expendable items for the firefighters in 
our area. It was placed on someone’s 
heart; we announced the need, we put 
the barrels out and bags of socks, soap, 
toothbrushes and other items appeared. 
Thank you for donating items to the fire 
fighters and for blessing me as well! 



covering my back: me. However, if we all function as a team, 
I have every guy in my platoon covering my back.”

He continued, “As a Navy SEAL, everything I do is for the 
sake of my brother next to me. We believe this to the very 
core of our being. We are trained not to think of ourselves 
as individuals, but as a unit. Even though we are trained 
as experts in different areas—explosives, communications, 
sniper, medic, JTAC, weapons, breaching, and so on, we 
function as one unit. We never go on a mission with the 
mentality of, Some of us may not come back, or only forty 
percent of us will make it back. No, our attitude is, One 
hundred percent of us go in and one hundred percent of us 
come back.”

I was captivated by what he was revealing. Eventually, I 
asked, “How do you train this attitude into your recruits?”

“You can’t!” he replied. “The Basic Underwater Demolition/
SEAL training is considered the most arduous, difficult 
training in the military and is why approximately ninety 
percent of those who sign up for the SEAL program either 
quit or get washed out. What remains is a unit of highly 
trained, fully equipped individuals. Each one values the man 
next to him more than himself and is willing to die for a 
cause bigger than himself.”

He then said, “John, if only the church would behave this way. 
What would happen?”

Sadly, I could only agree. However, the truth is that we do 
have the potential for this. It is a very real part of the divine 
nature placed in us when we are born again. The preaching 
and teaching we receive, which is our training, should locate 
this attitude and flesh it out. But if we only hear a consumer 
version of the gospel, we will develop the wrong thing— 
our unredeemed flesh. This is largely why the modern 
church is in the shape we are in. Many of us only want to 
be encouraged and uplifted, rather than challenged. We’re 
missing so much.

My friend is a warrior, yet he perceived the weakness of the 
church in modern times. He knew that if one member of a 
SEAL platoon was weak, compromised, or had abandoned 
his post, all the team members would suffer as a group or 
die because of that one person’s laziness or incompetence. 
What is ingrained in him is what we need embedded in our 
psyche as members of the body of Christ. Let’s remember 
the words of the apostle Paul:

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than yourselves. Let each 
of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others.” (Philippians 2:3–4)

We’re all in this together. Let’s watch each other’s backs.

Original article was published at https://messengerinternational.org/blog/ 
john-devotional/whose-back-do-you-have/

Whose Back ... continued from page one

SUMMER180
Summer180 2018 has officially ended. It has been a great 
summer hanging out every Monday and Wednesday from 
July to mid-August with about 30 students. We made lots of 
memories as we went to a variety of places this summer. 
From our first week playing laser tag in Medford to our 
last week going bowling together, students built deeper 
relationships with both their peers and leaders. Students 
also had the opportunity to read the Word together as 
well as engage in workshops each Wednesday afternoon. 
Workshops aided in teaching students where and how they 
can serve the church, from helping run sound and media 
to welcoming students as they walk in the door. Here is a 
picture of all our Summer 180 students! 

CONNECT WOMEN FRESH STARTS!
by Sarah Craven

Connect, Parkway women’s ministry is ready for Fall and we 
are excited to announce our upcoming Bible study series! 
This year we are pleased to offer you another time to attend 
Women’s Bible Study. It is our hope, that one of these times 
fits your scheduling needs.  

On Monday Nights, starting on September 17th at 6:30 p.m., 
Denise Montijo will kick off a series on Second Corinthians, 
entitled All Things New. She is excited to gain a deeper 
connection with you.

Wednesdays will start on September 26, and we will now 
offer both a morning session (starts at 9:30 am) and an 
evening session (starts at 7 pm). Join us as we look at the 
Book of Jonah with Priscilla Shirer. Wednesday morning will 
offer childcare from ages infant through 5, while Wednesday 
evenings will offer childcare for infants & toddlers, K-5th at 
KidFactorE, and 6th-12th with our Catalyst youth group. 

We also will kick off our First Monday Craft Night on 
October 1st. Join us for a fall craft. Cost is $6.00 and can 
sign up in the church office. We hope to see you at some of 
these events! 



First Look | Inciting Wonder in the Hearts of Preschoolers  
Sundays at 10 a.m. | Engaging activities for children ages 3-5 

KidFactorE | Kids Church  
Sundays at 10 a.m. | 1st-5th grades | Kids are dismissed after worship 

Catalyst Youth | High School and Middle School Youth Group   
Sundays at 10 a.m. | MS are dismissed after worship | HS remain in service

Parkway Young Adults  
Sundays at 6:30 p.m. | Mark & Robin Swanburg’s home | HS Seniors are included

Connect: Monday PM | Women’s Bible Study 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. | Upper Room | No Childcare | Fresh Start 9/17

Men’s Ministries | Fellowship and Study
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. | Prayer Room | On Break until Fall

Connect: Wednesday AM | Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. | Fellowship Hall | Childcare Avail | Fresh Start 9/26

Connect: Wednesday PM | Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. | Fellowship Hall | Childcare Avail | Fresh Start 9/26

KidFactorE | Big Night Learning Night & Great Gross Game Night 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. | K through 5th grades | Summer Break from 6/14 - 9/4

Catalyst Youth | Middle School & High School Youth Group   
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. | Hull Center Gym  

Traditions | A Weekly Gathering for Older Adults  
Thursdays at 10 a.m. | Fellowship Hall | Hymns, prayer and a powerful message

Celebrate Recovery | Freedom From Life’s Hurts, Habits, and Hang-ups 
Thursdays at 6 p.m. | Hull Center Gym 

WEEKLY AT PARKWAY

229 NE Beacon Dr., Grants Pass, OR 97526
541.479.2639  |  www.parkwaycc.com

SEPTEMBER

Catalyst Incoming Parent Night
September 5 at 6 p.m.

Financial Fitness
September 5 at 7 p.m.

DivorceCare
September 8 at 9 a.m.

Parkway Meet & Greet
September 16 at Noon

OCTOBER

Membership Class
October 7 at Noon

Baptism Class & Baptism
October 14 at 8:30 a.m.

For more visit parkwaycc.com/events

WELCOME TO PARKWAY!
First, WELCOME! Thank you for choosing to visit 
Parkway. We consider it a blessing to be your place 
of worship. If you are visiting us during our Sunday 
Service, stop by the info desk in the lobby or shake 
hands with an Usher. We have a few things for you and 
would love the opportunity to say, “Hi!”

There are a few ways to connect with us. Visit our 
website, parkwaycc.com for information about Parkway 
as well as sermons, events, and more. You can also fill 
out the Connect Card located on the back of the pew.

On September 16, we are having our Meet & Greet at Noon in the Conference Center 
(formerly the Fellowship Hall). This is a great opportunity to learn more about 
Parkway and get to know our us. We look forward to getting to know you!

PIGGY, PIGGY
Congratulations to all the students who 
participated in the Josephine County 
Fair, and special thanks to Braden 
Pennington (above image) and Kailyn 
Hull (top image) for raising the hogs we 
enjoyed at the End-of-Summer Bash.




