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The Gospel of John Part 27 
November 30, 2014 

Living as Humble Servants 
 

 
John 13:1 (page 751)  It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for 
him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end.  
 
How do the people INSIDE THIS COMMUNITY of aliens and strangers on the earth live 
 
John 13:1-17 (page 751)  It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come 
for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he 
loved them to the end. 2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, 
the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his 
power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took 
off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin 
and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He 
came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 7 Jesus replied, "You do 
not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 8 "No," said Peter, "you shall never 
wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me." 9 "Then, Lord," Simon 
Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!" 10 Jesus answered, "Those who 
have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though 
not every one of you." 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not 
every one was clean. 12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to 
his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. 13 "You call me 'Teacher' 
and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as 
I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger 
greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do 
them.  
 
Jesus washed their feet as “AN EXAMPLE THAT YOU SHOULD DO as I have done for you” 
 
John 13:16-17 (page 751)  Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed 
if you do them.  
 
The first point Jesus made was about HUMBLE, OBEDIENT, SELF-SACRIFICE for the benefit of others 
 
Philippians 2:1-8 (page 819)  Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, 
if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 

then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one 
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mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 5 In your 
relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature 
God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he 
made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And 
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death-- even 
death on a cross!  
 
Philippians 2:14-16 (page 819)  Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may 
become blameless and pure, "children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation." 
Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky 16 as you hold firmly to the word of life. And then 
I will be able to boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor in vain.  
 
James 4:1-10 (page 848)  What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your 
desires that battle within you? 2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get 
what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you 
ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on 
your pleasures. 4 You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world means enmity 
against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 5 

Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he has caused to 
dwell in us? 6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but 
shows favor to the humble." 7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. 8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy 
to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.  
 
Being loved by God calls out of me a RESPONSE OF OBEDIENCE—If you love me you will keep my 
commandments—That obedience is going to lead me to places of HUMBLE SACRIFICE AND 
SERVICE—This is not my heroic response but simply my obedient response   
 
Luke 17:7-10 (page 731)  "Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Will 
he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, 'Come along now and sit down to eat'? 8 Won't 
he rather say, 'Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that 
you may eat and drink'? 9 Will he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? 10 So you 
also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, 'We are unworthy servants; we 
have only done our duty.'"  
 
Matthew 20:25-28 (page 690)  Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. 
Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to 
be first must be your slave-- 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many."  
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Matthew 23:1-12 (page 692)  Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2 "The teachers of the 
law and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. 3 So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But 
do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 4 They tie up heavy, cumbersome 
loads and put them on other people's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to 
move them. 5 "Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries wide and 
the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love the place of honor at banquets and the most important 
seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and to be called 
'Rabbi' by others. 8 "But you are not to be called 'Rabbi,' for you have one Teacher, and you are all 
brothers. 9 And do not call anyone on earth 'father,' for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. 10 

Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one Instructor, the Messiah. 11 The greatest among 
you will be your servant. 12 For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.  
 
Mark 9:33-35 (page 706)  They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, 
"What were you arguing about on the road?" 34 But they kept quiet because on the way they had 
argued about who was the greatest. 35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, "Anyone who 
wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all."  
 
Luke 22:24-27 (page 735)  A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to 
be greatest. 25 Jesus said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise 
authority over them call themselves Benefactors. 26 But you are not to be like that. Instead, the 
greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. 27 For 
who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the 
table? But I am among you as one who serves.  
 
John 12:24-26 (page 750)  Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 
remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25 Anyone who loves their life will 
lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves 
me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves 
me.  
 
My Next Step 
I need to repent of the pride that keeps me from obedience and service, the pride that allows me to 
see people as different instead of understanding we are both created in God’s image and loved by 
Him. 
 
I need to be obedient to the call of God to serve as He desires. 
 
I am interested in leading a Care Group. 
 
I am interested in hosting a Care Group. 


