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The Gospel of John Part 28 
December 7, 2014 

Living as Humble Servants 
 

We are to be ONE even as Jesus and the Father are ONE (Chapter 17), and we are to relate 
to one another in HUMILITY and to serve one another through acts of SACRIFICIAL SERVICE 
(Chapter 13) 
 
John 13:3-17 (page 751)  Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and 
that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off 
his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a 
basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped 
around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?" 7 Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 

8 "No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you 
have no part with me." 9 "Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and 
my head as well!" 10 Jesus answered, "Those who have had a bath need only to wash their 
feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you." 11 For he 
knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 12 

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do 
you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. 13 "You call me 'Teacher' and 
'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 15 I have set you an example that you 
should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, 
nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, 
you will be blessed if you do them.  
 
Jesus’ act was CONFRONTATIONAL – It was confrontational in that it confronted everything 
the disciples believed about LEADERSHIP AND GREATNESS 
 
Matthew 20:20-28 (page 690)  Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus with her 
sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him. 21 "What is it you want?" he asked. She said, 
"Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in 
your kingdom." 22 "You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said to them. "Can you drink 
the cup I am going to drink?" "We can," they answered. 23 Jesus said to them, "You will indeed 
drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to 
those for whom they have been prepared by my Father." 24 When the ten heard about this, 
they were indignant with the two brothers. 25 Jesus called them together and said, "You know 
that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over 
them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your 
servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave-- 28 just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."  
 

Peter’s insistence in BRINGING the VALUES of the KINGDOMS of this WORLD into the 
Kingdom of God; his refusal to understand HUMILITY AND SACRIFICIAL service as the path 
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to “greatness” in the Kingdom of God; and his MISUNDERSTANDING of HIMSELF (the one 
who would never ever abandon Jesus regardless of the threat) had to be washed off 
 
We need to have these things washed away from us as we are bathed in the PRESENCE and 
the ACTIVITY of JESUS as He models for us HUMILITY and SACRIFICIAL service – It is not 
about us it is about us serving others 
 
 
 
My Next Step 
 
I need Jesus to help me see myself for who I really am and to wash away the misconceptions that I 
have. 
 
I need Jesus to help me understand the Kingdom of God from His (the correct) perspective rather 
than defining the Kingdom of God by the kingdoms of this world. 


