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Ephesians 5:1-6 (page 813) 
NIV 

1 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children
 2
 and live a life of love, just as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
 3
 But among you there 

must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are 

improper for God's holy people.
 4

 Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which 

are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.
 5
 For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy 

person-- such a man is an idolater-- has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
 6
 Let no 

one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are 

disobedient. 
 
Being Christ-like and living a life of love that reflects God’s love for us involves SACRIFICE 
 
Colossians 1:24 (page 817) 
NIV 

24 Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in 

regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. 

 
At the core of Christian living are acts of LOVING SACRIFICE that reflect the loving sacrifice 
of the One after Whom we are named, to Whom we are to be OBEDIENT, and FOR WHOM we 
are to be living out our lives on this planet 
 
1 John 4:9-19 (page 846) 
NIV 

9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we 

might live through him.
 10

 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as 

an atoning sacrifice for our sins.
 11

 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another.
 12

 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made 

complete in us.
 13

 We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
 14

 

And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.
 15

 If anyone 

acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God.
 16

 And so we know and 

rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.
 17

 In 

this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, 

because in this world we are like him.
 18

 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, 

because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.
 19

 We love 

because he first loved us. 

 
We live IN LOVE without FEAR loving others with the same SACRIFICIAL LOVE that we have 
been loved with 
 
We are all saints DEALY LOVED BY GOD who are to live a life of LOVE, SACRIFICE and 
HOLINESS like the Savior Who has given us eternal life 
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These prohibited activities are engaged in by people not for the sake of GIVING TO OTHERS 
but for the sake of SELF-GRATIFICATION 
 
Paul goes on to give a stern warning regarding the fact that people who PRACTICE such 
things have NO INHERITANCE in the Kingdom of God and that God’s wrath is directed 
against those who practice such things 
 
My Next Step 
I need to clearly redefine how I think of myself and classify myself – I am a saint and should speak 
and behave appropriately. 
 
I need to practice sacrifice as a regular part of Christ-like living and not as optional behavior 
 
 


