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Ephesians Series (2012) (Part Eleven) 
Eph. 2:8-10 

September 9, 2012 
 
Ephesians 2:1-5 (page 811) 
NIV 

1 As for you (This you is a reference to us – the Gentiles), you were dead in your transgressions and 

sins (Being spiritually dead was our condition and the resulting behavior was transgressions and sins 

not that the transgressions and sins made us dead),
 2

 in which you used to live when you followed the 

ways of this world (the systems of culture – governments, commerce, and society not the land, water, 

and sea / this is why Christianity which is lived out culturally must be defined heavenly) and of the 

ruler of the kingdom of the air (the one who inspires people to use these things to harm one another and 

to rebel against God), the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. (Remember that we 

wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers)  
 3
 All of us also lived among 

them (participated with them – influenced by them / we will live out entire life among but we are to be 

among as salt and light not as a victim of their influence) at one time, gratifying the cravings of our 

sinful nature (that spiritually dead nature) and following its desires and thoughts (the transgressions and 

sins). Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.
 4

 But because of his great love for us, God, who 

is rich in mercy,
 5

 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions-- it is by grace 

you have been saved. 

 

What has happened to us is a GIFT FROM GOD made possible by His SACRIFICE and made 
real by His POWER 
 

Ephesians 2:6-7 (page 911) 
6
 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,

 7
 in 

order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his 

kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 

 

The entire rest of the universe is going to look at us and say “those people should not be 
sitting there but isn’t it JUST LIKE GOD TO LET THEM BE THERE” 
 

Ephesians 2:8-10 (page 811) 
 8
 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of 

God--
 9
 not by works, so that no one can boast.

 10
 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
 
 

 
Salvation is a GOD THING, given by Him as a GIFT and administered to us by Him IN 
RESPONSE TO FAITH 
 
We are His CREATION and we are to be living out HIS DESTINY for our lives. 
 
We want destinies of delight, are afraid of destinies of difficulties, and thus AVOID THE 
DISCOVERY of our destinies or run from them when we do see them. 
 



2 
 
The destiny of God will be the hardest thing you have ever done and the greatest thing you 
have ever done.  It will not be one or the other – it will be both.  It will be the hardest thing 
you have ever done for it will require the death of your selfish nature and it will be the 
greatest thing you have ever done for it will provide for you the greatest sense of belonging 
and accomplishment imaginable.  You and your true destiny match perfectly. 
 
Discovering Your Destiny 
Clue number one is whatever your destiny is it INVOLVES OTHER PEOPLE 
 
Clue number two is that your destiny (God’s workmanship in your life) is in Christ Jesus.  
Your destiny is INSIDE HIS DIVINE PLAN to redeem the universe from evil 
 
Clue number three, your destiny involves PERSONAL SACRIFICE for the salvation of others 
 
My Next Step 
I need to actively pursue the discovery of my destiny in Jesus 
 
I need to sacrificially pursue the fulfillment of my destiny in Jesus 


