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The Gospel of John 
Believing That We Might Have Life 

Part Two, Intro 
October 6, 2013 

 

John has written his account of Jesus’ life so that we might believe in Him and that in 

believing we MIGHT HAVE LIFE -- Scripture often uses the word life differently than 

how we commonly use it 
 

 

Romans 8:19-22 (page 787) 
NIV 

19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.
 20

 For the 

creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who 

subjected it, in hope
 21

 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and 

brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.
 22

 We know that the whole creation 

has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 

 

Physical bodies have CONTINUED TO FUNCTION while the spirits inside died because 

they were SEPARATED FROM THE CREATOR that gave them life 

 

Ephesians 2:1-10 (page 814) 
NIV 

1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,
 2
 in which you used to live 

when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit 

who is now at work in those who are disobedient.
 3
 All of us also lived among them at one time, 

gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, 

we were by nature objects of wrath.
 4
 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 

mercy,
 5
 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions-- it is by grace 

you have been saved.
 6
 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 

realms in Christ Jesus,
 7
 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches 

of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
 8
 For it is by grace you have been 

saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--
 9
 not by works, so that 

no one can boast.
 10

 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 

We provide mental, emotional, and physical stimulation to our frustrating and decaying 

lives AND CALL THAT LIVING 

 

John is writing down conversations and events so that we might believe and that by 

believing we might have life in His name -- To have life (to be alive) is to be PROPERLY 

CONNECTED to your CREATOR -- That proper connection will produce actions that are 

consistent with being alive in the Spirit.  Those actions will in fact be denying the flesh in 

favor of the Spirit 
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John 6:26-29 (page 744) 
NIV 

26 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw 

miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill.
 27

 Do not work for food that 

spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him 

God the Father has placed his seal of approval."
 28

 Then they asked him, "What must we do to 

do the works God requires?"
 29

 Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one 

he has sent." 

 

Faith is not the ability to believe in the miraculous lunch -- Faith is the ability TO BE 

OBEDIENT the day after the miraculous lunch 

 

1 John 2:15-17 (page 855) 
NIV 

15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 

Father is not in him.
 16

 For everything in the world-- the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his 

eyes and the boasting of what he has and does-- comes not from the Father but from the world.
 

17
 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 

 

Genesis 3:1-7 (page 2) 
NIV 

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. 

He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"
 2
 

The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,
 3
 but God did 

say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not 

touch it, or you will die.'"
 4
 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman.

 5
 "For God 

knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 

good and evil."
 6
 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing 

to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some 

to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.
 7
 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, 

and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for 

themselves. 

 

Passage Comparison: 

Good for food – CRAVINGS OF SINFUL MAN 

Pleasing to the eye – LUST OF HIS EYES 

Desirable for gaining wisdom – BOASTING OF WHAT HE HAS AND DOES 

 

 

My Next Step 

I must adjust my perspective on what it means to be alive. 

 

I need to be careful not to substitute stimulation for actual living. 

 

 


