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Spirit Indwelling not Spirit Interjecting 
 
The thing that most clearly indicated the inclusion of the Gentiles was that the new 
INDWELLING OF THE SPIRIT that the first Jewish Christians enjoyed had been extended to 
the Gentiles 
 
Ephesians 2:13-22 (page 811) 
NIV 

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood 

of Christ.
 14

 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the 

dividing wall of hostility,
 15

 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. 

His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace,
 16

 and in this one 

body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.
 17

 He 

came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near.
 18

 For through 

him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.
 19

 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and 

aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household,
 20

 built on the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.
 21

 In him the 

whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.
 22

 And in him you too 

are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

 
But this was not revealed to PAUL first, though it seems he most clearly and deeply 
understood its implications—Years before PETER learned the same lesson 
 
Acts 10:25-48 (page 764) 
NIV 

25 As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in reverence.
 26

 But Peter made 

him get up. "Stand up," he said, "I am only a man myself."
 27

 Talking with him, Peter went inside and 

found a large gathering of people.
 28

 He said to them: "You are well aware that it is against our law for 

a Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him. But God has shown me that I should not call any man 

impure or unclean.
 29

 So when I was sent for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask why you 

sent for me?"
 30

 Cornelius answered: "Four days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at three in 

the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me
 31

 and said, 'Cornelius, God has heard 

your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor.
 32

 Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. He 

is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner, who lives by the sea.'
 33

 So I sent for you immediately, and 

it was good of you to come. Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord 

has commanded you to tell us."
 34

 Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God 

does not show favoritism
 35

 but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.
 36

 

You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus 

Christ, who is Lord of all.
 37

 You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after 

the baptism that John preached--
 38

 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, 

because God was with him.
 39

 "We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in 

Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree,
 40

 but God raised him from the dead on the third 

day and caused him to be seen.
 41

 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had 
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already chosen-- by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.

 42
 He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the 

dead.
 43

 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 

sins through his name."
 44

 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who 

heard the message.
 45

 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift 

of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.
 46

 For they heard them speaking in tongues 

and praising God. Then Peter said,
 47

 "Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? 

They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have."
 48

 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name 

of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days. 

 
The Gentiles have received the Spirit as the Jews so BAPTISM cannot be kept from them 
 
Acts 11:1-18 (page 765) 
NIV 

1 The apostles and the brothers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word 

of God.
 2
 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him

 3
 and said, "You 

went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them."
 4
 Peter began and explained everything 

to them precisely as it had happened:
 5
 "I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a 

vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came 

down to where I was.
 6
 I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles, 

and birds of the air.
 7
 Then I heard a voice telling me, 'Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.'

 8
 "I replied, 'Surely 

not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.'
 9

 "The voice spoke from heaven a 

second time, 'Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.'
 10

 This happened three times, and 

then it was all pulled up to heaven again.
 11

 "Right then three men who had been sent to me from 

Caesarea stopped at the house where I was staying.
 12

 The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about 

going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man's house.
 13

 He told us 

how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, 'Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter.
 14

 

He will bring you a message through which you and all your household will be saved.'
 15

 "As I began to 

speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning.
 16

 Then I remembered what 

the Lord had said: 'John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.'
 17

 So if God 

gave them the same gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I 

could oppose God?"
 18

 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, 

"So then, God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life." 

 
What binds us together as Christians is not our ethnicity or our common rule keeping—What 
binds us together is our love for God because of the salvation we have received, our love for 
one another in obedience to His commands, and our common experience of suffering and of 
being filled with the same Holy Spirit   
 
Ephesians 1:13-14 (page 811) 
NIV 

13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,
 14

 who is a 

deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-- to the 

praise of his glory. 

 
The result of all of this is that together (Jews and Gentiles) are built together into a 
TEMPLE THAT HOUSES THE SPIRIT OF GOD 
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1 Corinthians 6:18-20 (page 794) 
NIV 

18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins 

sexually sins against his own body.
 19

 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, 

who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own;
 20

 you were bought at a 

price. Therefore honor God with your body. 

 

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 (page 792) 
NIV 

16 Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?
 17

 If 

anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that 

temple. 

 
Our relationship with God is vastly different from the relationship the Jews had under the old 

covenant, for we are DEFINED BY, EMPOWERED FROM, SEALED WITH, AND UNITED 

THROUGH this indwelling Spirit—We are to be individuals and a community of the Spirit 

 

My Next Step 
I need to see myself all the time and everywhere as a temple – the very container of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
I need to practice sharing the presence and power of the Holy Spirit as I gather together with 
other believers. 
 
I need to find ways to allow others to see and recognize the Holy Spirit in me.  


