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The Gospel of John Part 30 
January 18, 2015 

The Crucifixion of Jesus 
 
John 18:1-14 (page 752)  When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and 
crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples 
went into it. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met 
there with his disciples. 3 So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and 
some officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns 
and weapons. 4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, 
"Who is it you want?" 5 "Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. "I am he," Jesus said. (And Judas 
the traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus said, "I am he," they drew back and 
fell to the ground. 7 Again he asked them, "Who is it you want?" "Jesus of Nazareth," they 
said. 8 Jesus answered, "I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men 
go." 9 This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: "I have not lost one 
of those you gave me." 10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high 
priest's servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) 11 Jesus 
commanded Peter, "Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?" 

12 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested 
Jesus. They bound him 13 and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of 
Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jewish 
leaders that it would be good if one man died for the people.  
 
John 18:19-24  (page 752)  Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples 
and his teaching. 20 "I have spoken openly to the world," Jesus replied. "I always taught in 
synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. 21 

Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I said." 22 When Jesus 
said this, one of the officials nearby slapped him in the face. "Is this the way you answer the 
high priest?" he demanded. 23 "If I said something wrong," Jesus replied, "testify as to what is 
wrong. But if I spoke the truth, why did you strike me?" 24 Then Annas sent him bound to 
Caiaphas the high priest.  
 
John 18:28 - 19:16 (page 752)  Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the 
palace of the Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial 
uncleanness they did not enter the palace, because they wanted to be able to eat the 
Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, "What charges are you bringing against 
this man?" 30 "If he were not a criminal," they replied, "we would not have handed him over to 
you." 31 Pilate said, "Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law." "But we have no 
right to execute anyone," they objected. 32 This took place to fulfill what Jesus had said about 
the kind of death he was going to die. 33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned 
Jesus and asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" 34 "Is that your own idea," Jesus asked, 
"or did others talk to you about me?" 35 "Am I a Jew?" Pilate replied. "Your own people and 
chief priests handed you over to me. What is it you have done?" 36 Jesus said, "My kingdom is 
not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish 
leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place." 37 "You are a king, then!" said Pilate. 
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Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the 
world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me." 38 "What is truth?" 
retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there and said, "I find no 
basis for a charge against him. 39 But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at 
the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release 'the king of the Jews'?" 40 They shouted 
back, "No, not him! Give us Barabbas!" Now Barabbas had taken part in an uprising. 
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns 
and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3 and went up to him again and 
again, saying, "Hail, king of the Jews!" And they slapped him in the face. 4 Once more Pilate 
came out and said to the Jews gathered there, "Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you 
know that I find no basis for a charge against him." 5 When Jesus came out wearing the crown 
of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, "Here is the man!" 6 As soon as the chief 
priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, "Crucify! Crucify!" But Pilate answered, "You 
take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him." 7 The Jewish 
leaders insisted, "We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he claimed 
to be the Son of God." 8 When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, 9 and he went back 
inside the palace. "Where do you come from?" he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no 
answer. 10 "Do you refuse to speak to me?" Pilate said. "Don't you realize I have power either 
to free you or to crucify you?" 11 Jesus answered, "You would have no power over me if it 
were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a 
greater sin." 12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept 
shouting, "If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king 
opposes Caesar." 13 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the 
judge's seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14 It 
was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about noon. "Here is your king," Pilate said 
to the Jews. 15 But they shouted, "Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!" "Shall I 
crucify your king?" Pilate asked. "We have no king but Caesar," the chief priests answered. 16 

Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So the soldiers took charge of Jesus.  
 
What is really happening is that the sacrifice for human sin—in the form of God and 
sinless human—is about to REDEEM EVERYTHING that we as humans have messed 
up because of sin which will in turn lead to the judgment of the one who deceived us 
into sin in the first place 
 
1 Corinthians 1:17-29 (page 791)  For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the 
gospel-- not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 18 

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate." 20 Where is the wise person? Where is the 
teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not 
know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who 
believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: 
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness 
of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human 
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strength. 26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of 
you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 

27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak 
things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the 
despised things-- and the things that are not-- to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one 
may boast before him.  
 
The problem with Jesus’ miracles is that they do not CONFORM to our religious 
EXPECTATIONS, CULTURAL VALUES, and personal PRIDE 
 
Deuteronomy 21:22-23 (page 138)   22 If someone guilty of a capital offense is put to death 
and their body is exposed on a pole, 23 you must not leave the body hanging on the pole 
overnight. Be sure to bury it that same day, because anyone who is hung on a pole is under 
God’s curse. You must not desecrate the land the LORD your God is giving you as an 
inheritance.  
 
In the Jewish mind horrible things only happened to HORRIBLE PEOPLE as a direct 
result of their having made GOD MAD.  Everything was about JUSTICE AND REWARD 
either for good or for evil 
 
In Greek thought there was not a God but many gods and lesser gods who were as 
CORRUPT AND CAPRICIOUS as any humans might be 
 
Wisdom was the means by which this weird system and capricious gods could be 
MANIPULATED to your ADVANTAGE 
 
The Jewish perspective: Blessings as a means of PROVING SPIRITUALITY 
 
The Greek perspective: Obedience and self- sacrifice as a means of FORCING the 

HAND of GOD or “gods” 
Wisdom defined as the understanding of how to MAKE blessing 
HAPPEN 

 
These spiritual philosophies still exist, dressed up in contemporary clothing.  And 
standing against these things is the miracle of the planned, chosen, and embraced 
cross.  This cross is a stumbling block and foolishness to us and we will ignore it, 
reject it, or embrace it just like all of the other miracles Jesus.   
 
 
My Next Step 
 
I am confronted by the humility of Jesus that is required of me as a Christian. 
 
I must not replace humility with spiritual performance. 
 
I must not replace humility with cleverness. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+21:22&version=NIV

