
1 
 

The Gospel of John Part 32 
February 1, 2015 

Resurrection 
 
John 20:1-29 (page 756)  Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 

So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, 
"They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!" 3 So 
Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen 
lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into 
the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped 
around Jesus' head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the 
other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They 
still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the 
disciples went back to where they were staying. 11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. 
As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where 
Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 13 They asked her, "Woman, 
why are you crying?" "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where 
they have put him." 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did 
not realize that it was Jesus. 15 He asked her, "Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are 
looking for?" Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell 
me where you have put him, and I will get him." 16 Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned 
toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means "Teacher"). 17 Jesus said, "Do 
not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and 
tell them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" 18 Mary 
Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them that 
he had said these things to her. 19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the 
disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 20 After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 21 Again Jesus said, 
"Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." 22 And with that he 
breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone's sins, their sins 
are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven." 24 Now Thomas (also known as 
Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other 
disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks 
in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not 
believe." 26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with 
you!" 27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe." 28 Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my 
God!" 29 Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed."  
 



2 
 
I believe that for all of us there are moments when the truth cannot penetrate the other 
issues in our lives.  For some of us that moment stretches out into years, and 
UNFORTUNATELY for some of us they BECOME the perspective of our lives. 
 
CONFUSION 
 
John 13:37-38 (page 752)  Peter asked, "Lord, why can't I follow you now? I will lay down my 
life for you." 38 Then Jesus answered, "Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell 
you, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!  
 
John 18:7-13 (page 754)  Again he asked them, "Who is it you want?" "Jesus of Nazareth," 
they said. 8 Jesus answered, "I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these 
men go." 9 This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: "I have not lost 
one of those you gave me." 10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the 
high priest's servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) 11 Jesus 
commanded Peter, "Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?" 

12 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested 
Jesus. They bound him 13 and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of 
Caiaphas, the high priest that year.  
 
John 18:15-18 (page 754)  Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because 
this disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest's courtyard, 
16 but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high 
priest, came back, spoke to the servant girl on duty there and brought Peter in. 17 "You aren't 
one of this man's disciples too, are you?" she asked Peter. He replied, "I am not." 18 It was 
cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. Peter 
also was standing with them, warming himself.  
 
John 18:25-27 (page 755)  Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. 
So they asked him, "You aren't one of his disciples too, are you?" He denied it, saying, "I am 
not." 26 One of the high priest's servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, 
challenged him, "Didn't I see you with him in the garden?" 27 Again Peter denied it, and at that 
moment a rooster began to crow.  

 
In the midst of our confusion we are tempted to try and find answers.  What we need to do 
is find the One WHO IS THE ANSWER. 
 
1 Samuel 30:1-6 (page 206)  David and his men reached Ziklag on the third day. Now the 
Amalekites had raided the Negev and Ziklag. They had attacked Ziklag and burned it, 2 and 
had taken captive the women and everyone else in it, both young and old. They killed none of 
them, but carried them off as they went on their way. 3 When David and his men reached 
Ziklag, they found it destroyed by fire and their wives and sons and daughters taken captive. 4 

So David and his men wept aloud until they had no strength left to weep. 5 David's two wives 
had been captured-- Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail, the widow of Nabal of Carmel. 6 David 
was greatly distressed because the men were talking of stoning him; each one was bitter in 
spirit because of his sons and daughters. But David found strength in the LORD his God.  
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GRIEF 
John 20:1-2 (page 756)  Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 

So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, 
"They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!"  
 
John 20:11-18 (page 756)  Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent 
over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had 
been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 13 They asked her, "Woman, why are you 
crying?" "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put 
him." 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it 
was Jesus. 15 He asked her, "Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" 
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 
have put him, and I will get him." 16 Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned toward him and cried 
out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means "Teacher"). 17 Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for 
I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" 18 Mary Magdalene went 
to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them that he had said 
these things to her.  
 
Zephaniah 3:16-17 (page 659)  On that day they will say to Jerusalem, "Do not fear, Zion; do 
not let your hands hang limp. 17 The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who 
saves. He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will 
rejoice over you with singing."  

 
No one and nothing from the outside can touch that place in us when grief and sorrow 
overwhelm our hearts and minds.  You need to hear from the God of your creation and 
salvation.  You need to hear from Him words of comfort.  You need to hear from Him songs 
of delight.  You need to hear Him CALL YOUR NAME. 
 
What you hear in that moment will SUSTAIN you. 
 
FEAR 
John 20:19-23 (page 756)  On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 
were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 21 Again Jesus said, "Peace 
be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." 22 And with that he breathed on 
them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone's sins, their sins are forgiven; 
if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven."  

 
It is a personal connection with Jesus that CHANGES EVERYTHING 
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Jesus is real and His presence and power are GREATER than ANYTHING YOU ACTUALLY 
FACE and supremely greater than anything you THINK you MIGHT face 
 
 
My Next Step 
 
I will connect with Jesus in the face of my confusion. 
 
I will connect with Jesus in the face of my grief. 
 
I will connect with Jesus in the face of my fear. 
 


