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Acts – Part 5: March 13, 2016 
Principles for a Biblical Church  

Andy Frye 
Acts 2:42-47 

Acts 2:42-47 (page 759)    42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They 
sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved. 

 
 
Part One : What Acts 2 is Not 
The Bible does not tell us stories as RECIPIES for behavior 
 
It tells us stories of real people, in real places, in real cultures - warts and all -  so that we can see 
how GOD USES FLAWED HUMANS to do amazing things. Incidents are not recipes – but they do 
teach us about PRINCIPLES. 
 
Simon the Sorcerer -- Acts 8:9-24 (page 764) 9 Now for some time a man named Simon had 
practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone 
great, 10 and all the people, both high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, “This man is 
rightly called the Great Power of God.” 11 They followed him because he had amazed them for a long 
time with his sorcery. 12 But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom 
of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 13 Simon himself 
believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and 
miracles he saw. 14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 
God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. 15 When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers 
there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of 
them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John placed 
their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at 
the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money 19 and said, “Give me also this ability so 
that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 Peter answered: “May your 
money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! 21 You have no 
part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. 22 Repent of this wickedness 
and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. 23 For 
I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.”24 Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for 
me so that nothing you have said may happen to me.” 
 
Magic is humans getting the gods to do their will. Christianity demands that HUMANS BE READY TO 
DO GOD’S WILL – and amazing things will happen 
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Principles #1 – (Truth) 
1. Acts 2:24 (page 759) devoted to the apostles’ teaching [doctrine] 
 
They kept on devoting themselves to LIVING what the apostles were teaching 
 
The real reason people scorn doctrine is because they do not want to be held ACCOUNTABLE to the 
truth 
 
2 Timothy 4:3,4 (page 830)  “time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to 
have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own 
desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths."   
  
Hosea 4:6 (page 626) - "My people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge".  
 
 
Principles #2 – (Fellowship) 
2. Acts 2:24 (page 759) – [devoted themselves ] to [the] fellowship / the breaking of bread / ate 
together …and prayed 
 
Fellowship [koinonia] - communion, joint participation; owning a share in an enterprise; common 
ownership; participation, or a gift jointly contributed; community, sharing and intimacy 
 
In a culture where ethnic and class barriers kept people apart, the Church presents a new model 
Eating together is a mark of unity, solidarity, and deep friendship… a visible sign that social 
barriers which once plagued these people have broken down 
 
The Church WAS NOT A PLACE ONE VISITED weekly to consume a spiritual commodity, but a 
commitment to a new community in which life was meant to be shared, day in and day out. 
 
 
Principles #3 – (Expect the Spirit) 
Acts 2:43 (page 759)….wonders and signs… 
 
They “are not surprised when God shows up in miraculous ways.” 
 
Miracles are not violations of the law of nature…they are the LAWGIVER behind all nature doing 
what is entirely lawful and natural 
 
 
Principles #4 – (Love Sacrificially) 
Acts 2:44-45 (page 759)…they were together and had everything in common. They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need. 
   



3 
 
1 John 3:17-18 (page 856) "But whoever has the world’s goods and beholds his brother in need and 
closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in  him? Little children, let us not love 
with word or tongue, but in deed and truth."  
 
Acts 4:34 (page 761) tells us “there was not a single needy person among them.”   
 
James 1:27 (page 847) "Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for 
orphans and widows in their distress."  
 
In the family of God – we take care of each other whatever it takes, or we are not WORTHY OF THE 
NAME 
 
Summing up…. 
1. We remain devoted to hearing and living out the Gospel.  
2. We remain bound to one another in community, a community that is called to break bread 

together and live life together. 
3. Expect the Spirit to show up in ways that are beyond our understanding, 
4. Abandon the worship of things and care for one another, love one another til it hurts. 
5. Come together in the temple courts and in your homes to encourage one another, pray for one 

another…with glad and sincere hearts, praising God.  
 


