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John 9 (page 747) 
 
The blind guy is the emerging hero in the story.  He submits to the work of Jesus in his life, even when it 
MAKES NO SENSE and sends him walking across town with mud made from spit rubbed on his face.   
 
Jesus is more concerned about you being healed and set free than He is in PRESERVING YOUR 
DIGNITY.   
 
Sometimes the answer to why God is working with us the way He is has as much or more to do with what 
He is doing FOR SOMEONE ELSE who is being affected by what God is doing in us than what is actually 
happening to us.   
 
John 9:1-7:  As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 3 "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," 
said Jesus, "but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, 
we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world." 6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the 
saliva, and put it on the man's eyes. 7 "Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word means 
"Sent"). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. (NIV) 
 
Obedience is not us doing WHAT WE FIND ACCEPTABLE that is close to what Jesus said to do.  
Obedience is doing what Jesus said.   
 
2 Kings 5:1-14: Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in 
the sight of his master and highly regarded, because through him the LORD had given victory to Aram. 
He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy. 2 Now bands of raiders from Aram had gone out and had 
taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman's wife. 3 She said to her mistress, "If only 
my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy." 4 Naaman went 
to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said. 5 "By all means, go," the king of Aram 
replied. "I will send a letter to the king of Israel." So Naaman left, taking with him ten talents of silver, 
six thousand shekels of gold and ten sets of clothing. 6 The letter that he took to the king of Israel read: 
"With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his leprosy." 7 As 
soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, "Am I God? Can I kill and bring 
back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is trying to 
pick a quarrel with me!" 8 When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, 
he sent him this message: "Why have you torn your robes? Have the man come to me and he will know 
that there is a prophet in Israel." 9 So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door 
of Elisha's house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, "Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, 
and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed." 11 But Naaman went away angry and said, "I 
thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, wave 
his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Couldn't I wash in them and be cleansed?" So he turned 
and went off in a rage. 13 Naaman's servants went to him and said, "My father, if the prophet had told 
you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, 'Wash 
and be cleansed'!" 14 So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God 
had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy. (NIV) 
 
John 9:14-17:  Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath. 
15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. "He put mud on my eyes," the 
man replied, "and I washed, and now I see." 16 Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, 



for he does not keep the Sabbath." But others asked, "How can a sinner perform such signs?" So they 
were divided. 17 Then they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to say about him? It was your 
eyes he opened." The man replied, "He is a prophet." (NIV) 
 
Many times people get angry when the lives of people around them IMPROVE.   
 
1 Peter 4:3-5: For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do-- living in 
debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 4 They are surprised that you 
do not join them in their reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse on you. 5 But they will have to give 
account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. (NIV) 
 
John 9:24-38: A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. "Give glory to God by telling 
the truth," they said. "We know this man is a sinner." 25 He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I 
don't know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!" 26 Then they asked him, "What did he do 
to you? How did he open your eyes?" 27 He answered, "I have told you already and you did not listen. 
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?" 28 Then they hurled insults 
at him and said, "You are this fellow's disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke 
to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don't even know where he comes from." 30 The man answered, "Now 
that is remarkable! You don't know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God 
does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of 
opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." 34 To this 
they replied, "You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!" And they threw him out. 35 
Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?" 36 "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him." 37 Jesus said, "You 
have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you." 38 Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," 
and he worshiped him. (NIV) 
 
We need to see and accept the pattern that OBEDIENCE LEADS TO UNDERSTANDING for as long as 
we are under the insanity producing influence of sin we will never perceive truth. 
 
Romans 12:1-2: Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God's will is-- his good, pleasing and perfect will. (NIV) 
 
My Next Step 
 
What is your next big step of obedience that you are hesitant to take? 
 


