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Care Group Guide 

 
Read Acts 4:23-31. Have you ever asked God to help you speak His Word with 
great boldness? If so, how did God help you? 
 
Leader’s Note: Say, “Acts 4:32-37 contains the second summary statement 
about the Early Church in the Book of Acts (the first summary statement is in 
Acts 2:42-47). Pastor Dennis said, ‘This second summary statement comes in the 
face of opposition as opposed to the glow of blessing.  But what is interesting is 
that the two descriptions are nearly identical.  We live in a culture that often 
excuses its behavior based on circumstances.  What it means to be a Christian is 
to behave according to the values and principles of the Kingdom of God 
regardless of what is happening around us.’” 
 
What are some ways our culture excuses its behavior based on circumstances? 
How do you excuse your behavior based on circumstances? 
 
Read Acts 2:42-47 and Acts 4:32-37. According to what values should we behave 
as a church, regardless of the circumstance? 
 
Leader’s Note: Answers might include unity, generosity, fellowship and devotion 
to preaching. 
 
Read Acts 5:1-11. What is your first impression from the story of Ananias and 
Sapphira? 
 
Why do you think God responded to Ananias and Sapphira in the way that he did? 
 
Leader’s Note: “The act of dedicating the land to the community was strictly 
voluntary. Once pledged, however, it became a wholly different matter. It had 
been dedicated to the community. In lying about the proceeds, he had broken a 
sacred trust. Ultimately, he had lied to God. Not that he had not betrayed the 
community. Not that he had not lied to the Spirit. Rather, to betray the 
community is to lie to the Spirit that fills the community, and to falsify the Spirit 
of God is an affront to God himself.” -Polhill, J. B. (1992). Acts (Vol. 26, p. 158). 
Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
 



Should Christians fear God?  
 
Leader’s Note: This is not a simple Yes or No answer. Ask people why they 
answer in the way that they do. 
 
How does the story of Ananias and Sapphira impact your life? What does it 
motivate you to do or to not do? 

 


