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Care Group Guide 

 
Read Galatians 3:26-29 and Colossians 3:9-11.  
 
Do you know anything about the groups of people that Paul mentions in these 
verses?  Why would Paul use these groups to make his point? 
 
Leader’s Note: The big distinction is between Jew and Gentile from Paul’s ethnic 
past and from the perspective of the large numbers of Gentiles joining what had 
originally been a version of Judaism. To get more insight into the significance of 
this racial/ethnic issue for Jewish people read the story of Peter’s first contact 
with Gentiles in relationship to the Gospel of Jesus in Acts 10 and the first part of 
11.  Some of the other distinctions are from Greek culture with Greeks 
understanding themselves as intellectual and culturally refined versus the 
“barbarians” in other parts of the world, especially those in the European north. 
 
How would you apply the principle that Paul is teaching to our culture in 
America?  What are the distinct groups within our culture that God has united in 
Christ?  
 
How might you rewrite Colossians 3:11 to make Paul’s concept hit home in our 
community the way he intended it to hit home to his readers in Colosse? 
 
Have you ever seen the kind of prejudice that Paul is addressing inside the 
Church?  If so, was the Church able to correct the problem?  How? 
 
Leader’s Note: Pastor Dennis said, ‘Scripture teaches us something that is very 
different from the perspective of our culture.  Our culture wants to maintain and 
celebrate human-based distinctions between people – things like cultural and 
race distinctions – while calling any acknowledgment of chosen behavior and 
societal norms prejudice. Scripture says the opposite.  Scripture calls on us to 
lay aside the culture and race distinctions and to call all humanity to repentance 
from sin, submission to the Lordship of Jesus, and to live humble and obedient 
lives to His commands.’ 
 
Read Titus 1:12-16. 
 



How is identifying cultural trends and values different from the prejudice that 
Paul teaches against? 
 
Leader’s Note:  First of all, Paul is condemning prejudice within the Church. 
Second, Paul distinguishes between ranking and judging individuals based upon 
prejudice and the reasonable observations that certain cultural and societal 
groups tend to think and act in certain ways. None of them is righteous though 
some of them are closer to Jesus thinking and behaving than others. 
 
What would you identify as the sinful tendencies of our culture that Paul might 
write about if Titus were pastoring in America instead of Crete? 
 
Read James 2:1-9. How can we prevent the disease of favoritism from entering 
into our church and our Care Groups? 
 


