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What was and what happened to it  
What is and what is being done about it  
What will be and how to be a part of it 
 
CARISSA - Insert video from Bible Project:  “The Messiah” 
 
Genesis 1:24-31 (page 1)  And God said, "Let the land produce living creatures according 
to their kinds: the livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals, 
each according to its kind." And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their 
kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground 
according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 26 Then God said, "Let us make 
mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the 
birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that 
move along the ground." 27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be 
fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and 
the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 29 Then God said, 
"I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has 
fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the 
birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground-- everything that has the 
breath of life in it-- I give every green plant for food." And it was so. 31 God saw all that he had 
made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning-- the sixth day.  
 
Genesis 3:1-8 (page 2)  Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the 
LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any 
tree in the garden'?" 2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the 
garden, 3 but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'" 4 "You will not certainly die," the serpent 
said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree 
was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took 
some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then 
the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig 
leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 8 Then the man and his wife heard the 
sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid 
from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  
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Genesis 3:16-24 (page 3)  To the woman he said, "I will make your pains in childbearing 
very severe; with painful labor you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your 
husband, and he will rule over you." 17 To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife 
and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat from it,'"Cursed 
is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your 
life. 18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 19 By 
the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you 
were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return." 20 Adam named his wife Eve, because 
she would become the mother of all the living. 21 The LORD God made garments of skin for 
Adam and his wife and clothed them. 22 And the LORD God said, "The man has now become 
like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take 
also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever." 23 So the LORD God banished him from the 
Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After he drove the man 
out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing 
back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.  
 
Romans 8:15-39 (page 787)  The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that 
you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. 
And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
God's children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs-- heirs of God and co-heirs with 
Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 18 I 
consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be 
revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will 
of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage 
to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the 
whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 

Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait 
eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were 
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if 
we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 26 In the same way, the Spirit 
helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself 
intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God's people in accordance with the will 
of God. 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers 
and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; 
those he justified, he also glorified. 31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If 
God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for 
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us all-- how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring 
any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one 
who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died-- more than that, who was raised to life-- is at 
the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 

36 As it is written: "For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be 
slaughtered." 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:14-20 (page 805)  For Christ's love compels us, because we are 
convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live 
should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 16 So 
from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ 
in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 
The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ, not counting people's sins against them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.  
 
Revelation 21:1-8 (page 872)  Then I saw "a new heaven and a new earth," for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy 
City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Look! 
God's dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 'He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes. There will be no more death' or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away." 5 He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything 
new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 6 He said to 
me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will 
give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 Those who are victorious will 
inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my children. 8 But the cowardly, the 
unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the 
idolaters and all liars-- they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the 
second death."  
 
What is the story that your life is telling?	


