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Introduction to Acts – Part 1: January 31, 2016 
Dennis Webber 

 
I am encouraging you to read and study with us the book of Acts – Read it in ONE 
SETTING if you can 
 
Read Acts with a good BIBLE MAP 
 
Get yourself a good STUDY BIBLE either in print or online   
 
As you read, let the accounts of life in the early church CHALLENGE YOU and YOUR 
THINKING 
 
HISTORIC PERSPECTIVES – this is always what I believed about that; this is what I 
always thought about those people 
 
Acts 10:9-16 (page 766)  About noon the following day as they were on their journey and 
approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted 
something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw 
heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. 12 

It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and birds. 13 Then a voice told 
him, "Get up, Peter. Kill and eat." 14 "Surely not, Lord!" Peter replied. "I have never eaten 
anything impure or unclean." 15 The voice spoke to him a second time, "Do not call anything 
impure that God has made clean." 16 This happened three times, and immediately the sheet 
was taken back to heaven.  
 
Acts 10:24-29 (page 766)  The following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting 
them and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25 As Peter entered the house, 
Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in reverence. 26 But Peter made him get up. "Stand up," 
he said, "I am only a man myself." 27 While talking with him, Peter went inside and found a 
large gathering of people. 28 He said to them: "You are well aware that it is against our law for 
a Jew to associate with or visit a Gentile. But God has shown me that I should not call anyone 
impure or unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask 
why you sent for me?"  
 
Colossians 3:9-11 (page 822)  Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self 
with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the 
image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.  
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Galatians 3:27-28 (page 812)  for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there 
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  
 
Titus 1:12-16 (page 835)  One of Crete's own prophets has said it: "Cretans are always liars, 
evil brutes, lazy gluttons." 13 This saying is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, so that they 
will be sound in the faith 14 and will pay no attention to Jewish myths or to the merely human 
commands of those who reject the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who 
are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences 
are corrupted. 16 They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are 
detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.  
 
CULTURAL REACTIONS – the Gospel in the context of and different from the cultural 
setting in which it is proclaimed 
 
Acts 14:8-18 (page 769)  In Lystra there sat a man who was lame. He had been that way from 
birth and had never walked. 9 He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at 
him, saw that he had faith to be healed 10 and called out, "Stand up on your feet!" At that, the 
man jumped up and began to walk. 11 When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted 
in the Lycaonian language, "The gods have come down to us in human form!" 12 Barnabas they 
called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he was the chief speaker. 13 The priest of 
Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates 
because he and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to them. 14 But when the apostles 
Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes and rushed out into the crowd, 
shouting: 15 "Friends, why are you doing this? We too are only human, like you. We are 
bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living God, who 
made the heavens and the earth and the sea and everything in them. 16 In the past, he let all 
nations go their own way. 17 Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown 
kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with 
plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy." 18 Even with these words, they had difficulty 
keeping the crowd from sacrificing to them.  
 
THE MIRACULOUS – what does it mean to live with and by the Holy Spirit 
 
Acts 12:1-17 (page 767)  It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged 
to the church, intending to persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death 
with the sword. 3 When he saw that this met with approval among the Jews, he proceeded to 
seize Peter also. This happened during the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 4 After arresting 
him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers 
each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover. 5 So Peter was kept 
in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. 6 The night before Herod was to 
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bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and 
sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light 
shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. "Quick, get up!" he said, and 
the chains fell off Peter's wrists. 8 Then the angel said to him, "Put on your clothes and 
sandals." And Peter did so. "Wrap your cloak around you and follow me," the angel told him. 9 

Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was 
really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. 10 They passed the first and second 
guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they 
went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him. 11 

Then Peter came to himself and said, "Now I know without a doubt that the Lord has sent his 
angel and rescued me from Herod's clutches and from everything the Jewish people were 
hoping would happen." 12 When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the 
mother of John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. 13 Peter 
knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant named Rhoda came to answer the door. 14 When 
she recognized Peter's voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and 
exclaimed, "Peter is at the door!" 15 "You're out of your mind," they told her. When she kept 
insisting that it was so, they said, "It must be his angel." 16 But Peter kept on knocking, and 
when they opened the door and saw him, they were astonished. 17 Peter motioned with his 
hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him out of prison. "Tell 
James and the other brothers and sisters about this," he said, and then he left for another 
place.  
 
It is a book of history that will be telling us WHAT DID HAPPEN not necessarily what 
SHOULD HAVE HAPPENED 
 
Acts 12:25 (page 768)  When Barnabas and Saul had finished their mission, they returned 
from Jerusalem, taking with them John, also called Mark.  
 
Acts 13:1-5 (page 768)  Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: 
Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with 
Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy 
Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 3 

So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. 4 The 
two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed from there 
to Cyprus. 5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish 
synagogues. John was with them as their helper.  
 
Acts 13:13 (page 768)  From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, 
where John left them to return to Jerusalem.  
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Acts 15:36-41 (page 771)  Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us go back and visit 
the believers in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are 
doing." 37 Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, 38 but Paul did not think 
it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with 
them in the work. 39 They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas 
took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the believers 
to the grace of the Lord. 41 He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.  
 
My next step 
Let God challenge my assumptions and opinions. 
 
Let God challenge my cultural expectations. 
 
Let God challenge my assumptions about living with the person and power of the Holy Spirit. 


