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The perspective of the Romans was that as long as your religious practice did not threaten 
the PEACE AND FUNCTION of the Empire you were not so much sanctioned as tolerated --  
For Rome the issue was not the religion or lack of it but what level of threat it posed to the 
CONTROL AND FUNCTION of Roman rule in the provinces. 
 
Acts 19:21-41 (page 774) 
After all this had happened, Paul decided to go to Jerusalem, passing through Macedonia and 
Achaia. "After I have been there," he said, "I must visit Rome also." 22 He sent two of his 
helpers, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia, while he stayed in the province of Asia a little 
longer. 23 About that time there arose a great disturbance about the Way. 24 A silversmith 
named Demetrius, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought in a lot of business for the 
craftsmen there. 25 He called them together, along with the workers in related trades, and said: 
"You know, my friends, that we receive a good income from this business. 26 And you see and 
hear how this fellow Paul has convinced and led astray large numbers of people here in 
Ephesus and in practically the whole province of Asia. He says that gods made by human 
hands are no gods at all. 27 There is danger not only that our trade will lose its good name, but 
also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis will be discredited; and the goddess herself, 
who is worshiped throughout the province of Asia and the world, will be robbed of her divine 
majesty." 28 When they heard this, they were furious and began shouting: "Great is Artemis of 
the Ephesians!" 29 Soon the whole city was in an uproar. The people seized Gaius and 
Aristarchus, Paul's traveling companions from Macedonia, and all of them rushed into the 
theater together. 30 Paul wanted to appear before the crowd, but the disciples would not let 
him. 31 Even some of the officials of the province, friends of Paul, sent him a message begging 
him not to venture into the theater. 32 The assembly was in confusion: Some were shouting 
one thing, some another. Most of the people did not even know why they were there. 33 The 
Jews in the crowd pushed Alexander to the front, and they shouted instructions to him. He 
motioned for silence in order to make a defense before the people. 34 But when they realized 
he was a Jew, they all shouted in unison for about two hours: "Great is Artemis of the 
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Ephesians!" 35 The city clerk quieted the crowd and said: "Fellow Ephesians, doesn't all the 
world know that the city of Ephesus is the guardian of the temple of the great Artemis and of 
her image, which fell from heaven? 36 Therefore, since these facts are undeniable, you ought 
to calm down and not do anything rash. 37 You have brought these men here, though they 
have neither robbed temples nor blasphemed our goddess. 38 If, then, Demetrius and his 
fellow craftsmen have a grievance against anybody, the courts are open and there are 
proconsuls. They can press charges. 39 If there is anything further you want to bring up, it 
must be settled in a legal assembly. 40 As it is, we are in danger of being charged with rioting 
because of what happened today. In that case we would not be able to account for this 
commotion, since there is no reason for it." 41 After he had said this, he dismissed the 
assembly.  

 
This study is important to us because our culture has in the past encouraged, and then 
tolerated our faith.  But things are rapidly changing and you are increasingly being 
perceived as a THREAT BECAUSE OF YOUR FAITH 
 
1 Peter 4:1-5 (page 852) 
Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, 
because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. 2 As a result, they do not live the rest of 
their earthly lives for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God. 3 For you have spent 
enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do-- living in debauchery, lust, 
drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 4 They are surprised that you do not 
join them in their reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse on you. 5 But they will have to give 
account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.  
 
1 Timothy 6:3-16 (page 831)  If anyone teaches otherwise and does not agree to the sound 
instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, 4 they are conceited and 
understand nothing. They have an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about 
words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions 5 and constant friction between 
people of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a 
means to financial gain. 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought 
nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we 
will be content with that. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into 
many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love 
of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the 
faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and 
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight 
of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 In the sight of God, who gives life to 
everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good 
confession, I charge you 14 to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which God will bring about in his own time-- God, the blessed and 
only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone is immortal and who lives in 
unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. 
Amen.  
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I do not say these things in fear (ok a little apprehension), and trust that I do not say them 
out of or with anger, nor do I say them to be deliberately confrontational or condemning in 
any way.  It is my desire to say them out of accurate observation, acknowledging that what 
we see and are beginning to experience was told to us in advance by God through the Holy 
Scriptures and that we need to be ready. 
 
We do not need to be ready in the sense of being ready to respond and resist according to 
the ways and means of our culture (remember our struggle is not with flesh and blood but 
with evil forces in the heavenly realms / remember we do not wage war as the world does) 
but that we be ready by clearly understanding the issues and having resolved in our hearts 
where we will draw the line and how firmly we will stand. 
 
Ephesians 6:10-20 (page 817)  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put 
on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12 For 
our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may 
be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, 
with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 

15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In 
addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord's people. 19 Pray also for 
me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the 
mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it 
fearlessly, as I should.  
 
My Next Step 
 
I must find the line and know why I will not cross it. 
 


