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Acts – Part 7: April 17, 2016 
Dennis Webber 

Acts 4:1-22 
Acts 4:1-4 (page 760)  The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to 
Peter and John while they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the 
apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3 They seized 
Peter and John and, because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day. 4 But many who 
heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed grew to about five thousand.  
 
The people responsible for keeping the Jews in line—in exchange for POWER AND PRIVILEGE 
under the Roman system—have a commotion on their hands as a result of the MIRACLE and 
subsequent teaching 
 
Acts 4:5-7 (page 760)  The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in 
Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of 
the high priest's family. 7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: 
"By what power or what name did you do this?"  
 
The issue is not whether a miracle HAPPENED but by what POWER did it take place   
 
Luke 12:4-12 (page 727)  "I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after 
that can do no more. 5 But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after your body has 
been killed, has authority to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. 6 Are not five sparrows sold 
for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. 7 Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 8 "I tell you, whoever publicly 
acknowledges me before others, the Son of Man will also acknowledge before the angels of God. 9 But 
whoever disowns me before others will be disowned before the angels of God. 10 And everyone who 
speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit will not be forgiven. 11 "When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not 
worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, 12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you at 
that time what you should say."  
 
Jesus said when you get thrown into a situation you COULD NOT HAVE PREPARED FOR, do not panic 
for the Holy Spirit will help you 
 
Acts 4:8-12 (page 760)  Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers and elders of the 
people! 9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame 
and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this 
man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus is "'the stone you builders rejected, which has become the 
cornerstone.' 12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 
mankind by which we must be saved."  
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How are you going to respond to RESISTANCE and NEGATIVE PUBLIC RESPONSE 
 
Peter’s response – both its content and its delivery – were rooted in the POWER AND PRESENCE of 
the Holy Spirit in his life   
 
Resistance requires COURAGE, but it needs to be courage that flows from the HOLY SPIRIT within 
us not courage that comes from us 
 
2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (page 807)  For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world 
does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up 
against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.  
 
Acts 4:13-22 (page 760)  When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were 
unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with 
Jesus. 14 But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was 
nothing they could say. 15 So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred 
together. 16 "What are we going to do with these men?" they asked. "Everyone living in Jerusalem 
knows they have performed a notable sign, and we cannot deny it. 17 But to stop this thing from 
spreading any further among the people, we must warn them to speak no longer to anyone in this 
name." 18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the 
name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, "Which is right in God's eyes: to listen to you, or to him? 
You be the judges! 20 As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard." 21 After 
further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish them, because all the people 
were praising God for what had happened. 22 For the man who was miraculously healed was over forty 
years old.  
 
Make sure your civil disobedience is related to GODLY OBEDIENCE not preference or 
inconvenience. 
 
My Next Step 
I would like to commit my life to Christ and be baptized in water (the next water baptism will be 

June 26 at Riverside Park). 
I will anticipate resistance. 
I will respond with humility, courage and obedience to God. 
 


