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Micah 6:8 (page 650)  He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD 
require of you? To act justly (to do justice) and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your 
God.  
 
Ephesians 2:1-10 (page 814)  As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in 
which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the 
kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also 
lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires 
and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great 
love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions-- it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and 
seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages 
he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ 
Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this is not from yourselves, 
it is the gift of God-- 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God's handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  
 
Though our good works could not redeem us from ourselves, those good works are clearly 
expected now that we have been redeemed from ourselves. 
 
Matthew 25:31-46 (page 694)  "But when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with him, then he will sit upon his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered in 
his presence, and he will separate the people as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats. 33 He will place the sheep at his right hand and the goats at his left. 34 "Then the King 
will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was 
thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. 36 I was 
naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you 
visited me.' 37 "Then these righteous ones will reply, 'Lord, when did we ever see you hungry 
and feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 Or a stranger and show you 
hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? 39 When did we ever see you sick or in prison and 
visit you?' 40 "And the King will say, 'I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of 
these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!' 41 "Then the King will turn to those on 
the left and say, 'Away with you, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his demons. 42 For I was hungry, and you didn't feed me. I was thirsty, and you didn't give 
me a drink. 43 I was a stranger, and you didn't invite me into your home. I was naked, and you 
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didn't give me clothing. I was sick and in prison, and you didn't visit me.' 44 "Then they will 
reply, 'Lord, when did we ever see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 
prison, and not help you?' 45 "And he will answer, 'I tell you the truth, when you refused to help 
the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were refusing to help me.' 46 "And they will go 
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life."  
 
Being a Christian in this world means sacrificing for sake of those around us who suffer.   
 
In our highly sanitized lives, many of us have lost the ability to see Jesus in the poor.   
 
The poor and the stranger are never going to look like Jesus – you have to choose to see 
Jesus in them; you have to choose to be Jesus to them. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 (page 805)  So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of 
view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 

that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people's sins against 
them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ's 
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's 
behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God.  
 
 
Prayer for offering – Pray for its use in helping others / Pray that it may in some way be the 
price of our learning to be charitable and generous 
 


