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Acts – Part 8: April 24, 2016 
Andy Frye 

Acts 4:23-37 
 
Responding to Adversity: Acts 4:23-27 (page 761) 
 
First: the Church comes together to PRAY 
 
Second: the Church resolves to SPEAK TRUTH to POWER 
 
Third: the Church UNIFIES in LOVE and CARE 
 
1. Prayer 
Acts 4:23-30 (page 761) 23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and 
reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, 
they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the 
heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit 
through the mouth of your servant, our father David: “‘Why do the nations rage and the 
peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together 
against the Lord and against his anointed one. 27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met 
together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy 
servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had decided 
beforehand should happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to 
speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and 
wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 
 
Prayer is their PROMPT response  
 
They pray to declare a true PERSPECTIVE  
 
They pray to declare God’s PAST FAITHFULNESS  
 
They pray to declare the POWER of GOD 
 
2. The Church Resolves to Speak Truth Boldly 
Acts 4:29-33(a) (page 761) 29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to 
speak your word with great boldness...31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting 
was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God 
boldly…33A With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus. 
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Courage - the ability to do something that FRIGHTENS ONE… 
 
“Courage is resistance to fear, mastery of fear, not absence of fear.” (Mark Twain) 
 
“Courage is being scared to death... and saddling up anyway.” (John Wayne)  
 
“Courage is contagious. When a brave man takes a stand, the spines of others are often 
stiffened.” (Billy Graham)  
 
3. The Church Loves in Unity 
Acts 4:32-37 (page 761) 32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that 
any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great 
power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace 
was so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For 
from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the 
sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need. 
36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of 
encouragement”), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ 
feet. 
 
They set aside their need to be PROVEN RIGHT, their need to LET EVERYONE KNOW every 
little opinion they held, their need to be in CONTROL, their need to be WELL THOUGHT 
OF…they set all of that aside for LOVE. The CONSIDERATION of others was more important 
than what others THOUGHT OF THEM 
 
I Corinthians 13:1-2, 4 (page 800)  If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not 
have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy 
and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing…. 
(and in verse 4): 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. 
 
Love is perhaps most simply and beautifully defined as “SEEING A NEED AND MEETING 
THAT NEED.”  
 
Acts 4:33(b)-35 (page 761)  And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all 34 that 
there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land or 
houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it 
was distributed to anyone who had need. 
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NEXT STEPS 
I will seek opportunities to pray, both alone and corporately. 
I need to ask the Spirit to make me bold enough to risk for the Gospel. 
I need to ask God to send me opportunities to love well and be a son/daughter of 
encouragement. 
I need to set aside myself for the sake of unity and love. 
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