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Acts – Part 9: May 1, 2016 
Dennis Webber 
Acts 4:23-5:11 

 
Acts 4:23-31 (page 761)  On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and 
reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, 
they raised their voices together in prayer to God. "Sovereign Lord," they said, "you made the 
heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit 
through the mouth of your servant, our father David: "'Why do the nations rage and the 
peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together against the 
Lord and against his anointed one. ' 27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the 
Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, 
whom you anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should 
happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with 
great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the 
name of your holy servant Jesus." 31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting 
was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.  
 
NOTE – They had seen both the death and resurrection of Jesus – They were INFORMED by 
His death but INSPIRED by His resurrection – They clearly understood the risk (POSSIBLE 
DEATH) and they clearly understood the reward (GUARANTEED RESURRECTION) – Their 
only concern was strength to continue to witness 
 
Acts 4:31-37 (page 761)  After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 32 All the 
believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their 
own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify 
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God's grace was so powerfully at work in them all 34 

that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land 
or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles' feet, and 
it was distributed to anyone who had need. 36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles 
called Barnabas (which means "son of encouragement"), 37 sold a field he owned and brought 
the money and put it at the apostles' feet.  
 
What it means to be a Christian is to behave according to the VALUES AND PRINICIPLES of 
the KINGDOM OF GOD regardless of what is happening around us 
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Philippians 3:18-21 (page 820)  For, as I have often told you before and now tell you again 
even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, 
their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on earthly 
things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will 
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.  
 
Colossians 3:1-4 (page 822)  Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on 
things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 

When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  
 
Galatians 2:20 (page 811)  I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ 
lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me.  
 
The lie we will read about was an affront to the SPIRIT and the COMMUNITY of those 
INDWELT BY THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
Acts 5:1-11 (page 761)  Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold 
a piece of property. 2 With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, 
but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet. 3 Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that 
Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself 
some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And 
after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a 
thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to God." 5 When Ananias heard this, he fell 
down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. 6 Then some young 
men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him. 7 About three 
hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter asked her, "Tell me, is 
this the price you and Ananias got for the land?" "Yes," she said, "that is the price." 9 Peter 
said to her, "How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of the men 
who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also." 10 At that moment 
she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried 
her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear seized the whole church and all who 
heard about these events.  
 
The community was of ONE HEART and ONE MIND – Now in their midst stands one into 
whose heart Satan has entered – It is the spiritual equivalent of someone contracting a 
deadly virus – His actions undermined the UNITY OF THE GROUP and the Spirit within them 
that made that unity possible 
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1 Timothy 1:9-11 (page 829)  We also know that the law is made not for the righteous but for 
lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, for those who kill 
their fathers or mothers, for murderers, 10 for the sexually immoral, for those practicing 
homosexuality, for slave traders and liars and perjurers-- and for whatever else is contrary to 
the sound doctrine 11 that conforms to the gospel concerning the glory of the blessed God, 
which he entrusted to me.  
 
Revelations 21:7-8 (page 872)  Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be 
their God and they will be my children. 8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the 
murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars-- 
they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death."  
 
Colossians 3:8-11 (page 822)  But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as 
these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each 
other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, 
which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or 
Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is 
in all.  
 
2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 (page 827)  The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with 
how Satan works. He will use all sorts of displays of power through signs and wonders that 
serve the lie, 10 and all the ways that wickedness deceives those who are perishing. They 
perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11 For this reason God sends 
them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie 12 and so that all will be condemned 
who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.  
 
 
My Next Step 
I will pursue personal holiness and integrity, living my life in obedience to the authority of 
God. 
 
I will not allow any motivation or excuse of circumstances to control my speech or my conduct 
other than complete obedience to the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


