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Acts – Part 12: May 29, 2016 
Dennis Webber 

Acts 6:1-8 
 
Acts 2:42-47 (page 759)  They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many 
wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had 
everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 

46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of 
all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.  
 
Acts 4:32-37 (page 761)  All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that 
any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great 
power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God's grace 
was so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For 
from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the 
sales 35 and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need. 36 

Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means "son of 
encouragement"), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' 
feet.  
 
In this new community called The Church the former distinctions of RACE AND CULTURE 
were set aside and they were defined by the FORGIVENESS OF JESUS, the declaration of the 
LORDSHIP OF JESUS and the INDWELLING HOLY SPIRIT 
 
Acts 6:1-8 (page 762)   In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the 
Hellenistic Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows 
were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the 
disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of 
God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who 
are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 

and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word." 5 This proposal pleased the 
whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, 
Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6 They 
presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 7 So the word 
of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of 
priests became obedient to the faith. 8 Now Stephen, a man full of God's grace and power, 
performed great wonders and signs among the people.  
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Now the community in general was denying the reality of WHO AND WHAT THEY WERE –  
those saved by Jesus and marked by the indwelling Holy Spirit – allowing themselves to be 
DEMEANED AND DEVALUED by sin simply by defining themselves according to their old 
PREJUDICES 
 
Galatians 3:26-29 (page 812)  So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 

for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is 
neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs 
according to the promise.  
 
Colossians 3:9-11 (page 822)  Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self 
with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the 
image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.  
 
We read in the book of Acts that just weeks or months into the life of the new Church, this 
Spirit filled community has reverted to being “MERELY HUMAN” and were seeing 
themselves and the world around them through their OLD PERCEPTIONS OF RACIAL 
PREJUDICE   
 
A true and accurate presentation of the Gospel requires that we see others with different 
eyes than those USED BY OUR CULTURE 
 
2 Corinthians 5:10-21 (page 805)  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether 
good or bad. 11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others. 
What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12 We are not trying 
to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so 
that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. 13 

If we are "out of our mind," as some say, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 

14 For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore 
all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for 
him who died for them and was raised again. 16 So from now on we regard no one from a 
worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 
here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting people's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his 
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appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him 
who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  
 
Titus 1:5-16 (page 835)  The reason I left you in Crete was that you might put in order what 
was left unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. 6 An elder must be 
blameless, faithful to his wife, a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of 
being wild and disobedient. 7 Since an overseer manages God's household, he must be 
blameless-- not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not 
pursuing dishonest gain. 8 Rather, he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is 
self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 9 He must hold firmly to the trustworthy 
message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute 
those who oppose it. 10 For there are many rebellious people, full of meaningless talk and 
deception, especially those of the circumcision group. 11 They must be silenced, because they 
are disrupting whole households by teaching things they ought not to teach-- and that for the 
sake of dishonest gain. 12 One of Crete's own prophets has said it: "Cretans are always liars, 
evil brutes, lazy gluttons." 13 This saying is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, so that they 
will be sound in the faith 14 and will pay no attention to Jewish myths or to the merely human 
commands of those who reject the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who 
are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences 
are corrupted. 16 They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are 
detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.  
 
Scripture calls on us to lay aside the CULTURE AND RACE distinctions and to call all 
humanity to REPENTANCE FROM SIN, submission to the Lordship of Jesus, and to live 
HUMBLE AND OBEDIENT lives to His commands 
 
It is not considered prejudice to notice the TRENDS OF BEHAVIORS within these cultures 
and societies, neither is it considered hate to appeal to them to REPENT of their individual 
sins which are often shaped by those cultural norms, inviting them to join the Spirit 
community 
 
James 2:1-9 (page 847)  My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ 
must not show favoritism. 2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and 
fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special attention 
to the man wearing fine clothes and say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say to the poor 
man, "You stand there" or "Sit on the floor by my feet," 4 have you not discriminated among 
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has 
not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit 
the kingdom he promised those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the 
rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7 Are they 
not the ones who are blaspheming the noble name of him to whom you belong? 8 If you really 
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keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing right. 9 

But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers.  
 
We must never allow into the Spirit community or our personal thinking the PREJUDICES of 
our human cultures and societies – Nor should we allow the threat of being called prejudice 
take away our ability to clearly and reasonably recognize the TENDENCIES AND TRENDS OF 
SIN within human cultures and societies, calling them to repentance 
 
My Next Step 
I repent of my prejudices taught to me by my family, my society and my culture.   
 
I refuse to be labeled or to act like a person of hatred and prejudice when I acknowledge the 
sinful tendencies of my family, society and culture. 
 
 
 
 
 


