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INTRODUCTION 
(The ‘Way’ begins to grow… Hellenic {Greek influenced} Jews vs. “Hebraic” (Ultra-religious)  
Jews) 
 
Part of reexamining ourselves under the microscope of Scripture is to honestly CONFRONT the 
ways in which CULTURE has formed our thinking in UNBIBLICAL WAYS.  
 
THE OPPOSITION - (Acts 6:10-14)  
1. The opposition came from PEOPLE THEY KNEW. (See Matthew 10:21,22)  
2. They don't PLAY FAIR  
3. The opposition was defensive about Stephen’s challenge to their CULTURE WHICH they had 
SPIRITUALIZED.  
 
The Church is something that both stands AGAINST THE PREVAILING CULTURE, and at the same 
time must BEWARE of being INFECTED BY the prevailing CULTURE.  
 
Stephen’s apologia….ACTS 7:1-50 
A story with a pointy edge: Abraham, Joseph and Moses 
 
POINT 1 
The Spirit and presence of GOD CANNOT BE CONFINED to man’s religious CUSTOMS, CULTURE 
AND CONSTRUCTIONS  
 
The whole point of saying God is not confined in the temple, is to declare that God is IMMANUEL – 
God with us. (Matthew 1:23)   
 
POINT 2  
The danger of making an IDOL OF RELIGION 
Have we replaced true worship with churchy culture?  
Isaiah 66:1 (page 520)  “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house could 
you possibly build for me? says the Lord. Or where will my resting place be? Has not my hand made 
all these things?” 
 
POINT 3  
We humans tend to RESIST THE TRUTH 
(The rejection of the prophets…Joseph, Moses and Jesus) 
 
CONFRONTATION 
It is a dangerous thing it is to be religious apart from a real relationship with Jesus  
 



The fires of PERSECUTION did not make martyrs; they REVEALED them Stephen, like every 
Christian, is a DEAD MAN WALKING  
 
Matthew 16:24–25 (page 687)   24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life7 will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.   
 
“If Stephen had not prayed, the Church would not have had Paul.” - Augustine 
 
 
NEXT STEPS 
I need to examine my view of God, of others, and of worship and rid myself of cultural views that are 
unbiblical. 
 
I need prayer for boldness in speaking the truth of the Gospel to those nearest to me. 
 
I need to allow God to give me love for fellow believers whose culture or customs are different than 
mine. 
 
I need wisdom in determining the difference between “doing church” and worshipping God in spirit 
and truth. 
 
I need to ask God for courage to die to myself daily and serve Him boldly. 
 
   
  
 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2016.24%E2%80%9325#footnote4

