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John 15:1-7 (page 752)   "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off 
every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so 
that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to 
you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain 
in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 "I am the vine; you are the 
branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; 
such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my 
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  
 
Prayer is the process by which we and God GET ON THE SAME PAGE  – Being on the 
same page is about us agreeing with God not God AGREEING WITH US 
 
As we abide together, our existence in and with Jesus is to include a communication in 
prayer that has VISIBLE EFFECTS 
 
For us to experience the reality of what Jesus has chosen to do WE HAVE TO CHOOSE 
to embrace the gift of His presence 
 
John 14:12-14 (page 752)  Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I 
have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the 
Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.  
 
John 15:16 (page 752)  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that 
you might go and bear fruit-- fruit that will last-- and so that whatever you ask in my name the 
Father will give you.  
 
John 16:23-26 (page 753)  In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell 
you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 24 Until now you have not asked 
for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. 25 "Though I 
have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of 
language but will tell you plainly about my Father. 26 In that day you will ask in my name. I am 
not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf.  
 
This is not about me doing my thing and GOD BEING OBLIGATED to bless my mess 
because I used the magic “in Jesus’ name” FORMULA 
 
James 4:1-4 (page 848)  What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from 
your desires that battle within you? 2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but 
you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not 
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ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you 
may spend what you get on your pleasures. 4 You adulterous people, don't you know that 
friendship with the world means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a 
friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.  
 
Matthew 6:25-33 (page 679) Jesus explained it like this in what we refer to as the Sermon on 
the Mount – "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or 
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one 
of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? 28 "And why do you worry about clothes? 
See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even 
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the 
grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much 
more clothe you-- you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What 
shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  
 
What would happen if we laid down our SELFISHNESS AND SILLINESS, started 
approaching people and life circumstances from the perspective of the LOVE OF GOD, 
and started asking God to do what His love for people WANTS TO DO 
 
My Next Step 
 
I will engage in a week of faith –  
 

 I will practice abiding 
 

 I will boldly pray what God leads me to pray 

  


