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John 15:1-11 (page 752)  “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 

2 
He cuts off every 

branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be 
even more fruitful. 

3 
You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 

4 
Remain in 

me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither 
can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

5 
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain 

in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 
6 
If you do not 

remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked 
up, thrown into the fire and burned. 

7 
If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 

whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
8 
This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much 

fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 
9 
“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 

Now remain in my love. 
10 

If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 

11 
I have told you this so that my joy may be 

in you and that your joy may be complete. 
 
Jesus, by His sacrifice on the cross and the power of His resurrection, has brought us into 
the ESSENTIAL RELATIONSHIP between Himself and His Father 
 
Romans 8:15-17 (page 787)  The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live 
in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him 
we cry, "Abba, Father."

 16 
The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.

 17 

Now if we are children, then we are heirs-- heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we 
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.  
 
Galatians 4:4-7 (page  812)  But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law,

 5 
to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to 

sonship.
 6 

Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who 
calls out, "Abba, Father."

 7 
So you are no longer a slave, but God's child; and since you are his 

child, God has made you also an heir.  
 
The love Jesus has for us REMAINS regardless of what we do for the choice to love us and 
the corresponding sacrifice of love were both made PRIOR TO OUR EXISTENCE --  But 
how I EXPERIENCE that love is directly and drastically effected by whether I remain in a 
place DOMINATED BY THE LOVE OF JESUS or I choose to move into a place dominated 
by my passions and by my perceptions of what is right (i.e., what works for me or feels 
good to me). 
 
I am deeply and passionately loved by Jesus; so much so that I am saved from my sin, 
both its power and its effects/habits.  And I can choose to live, dwell, abide, remain in that 
place of dominated by the love of Jesus. Or I can move into a place of loving myself by 
seeking to please my own lusts and desires by engaging in the addictive and destructive 
habits of sin.  My choice. 
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Galatians 5:13-26 (page 813)  You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not 
use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love.

 14 
For the entire 

law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: "Love your neighbor as yourself."
 15 

If you bite and 
devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.

 16 
So I say, walk by the 

Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.
 17 

For the flesh desires what is contrary to 
the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that 
you are not to do whatever you want.

 18 
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

 

19 
The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;

 20 
idolatry and 

witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions
 21 

and 
envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this 
will not inherit the kingdom of God.

 22 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
 23 

gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no 
law.

 24 
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

 25 

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.
 26 

Let us not become conceited, 
provoking and envying each other.  
 
1 Peter 2:16 (page 851)  Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; 
live as God's slaves.  
 
The choice to remain in the love of Jesus is directly related to the issue of OBEDIENCE   
 
The reasonable summary of this verse based on all those verses in which it is contained 
seems to be that we can CHOOSE TO REMAIN in a place of obedience and sacrifice (love) 
or WE CAN EXEMPT ourselves from love by choosing to neither obey nor to break with 
selfishness so we can engage in acts of sacrifice for the sake of others 
 
This is joy made possible by being right and being rightly related to GOD AND OTHERS 
 
1 John 1:1-4 (page 855)  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched-- this we 
proclaim concerning the Word of life.

 2 
The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we 

proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.
 3 

We proclaim 
to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.

 4 
We write this to make our joy 

complete.  
 
My Next Step 
I choose: 
 Love – Being loved and loving others 
 
 Obedience – not to my will but to the commands of Christ 
 
 Sacrifice – discovering meaning in life through service to others 
 


