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Acts – Part 16: July 10, 2016 
Dennis Webber 

Acts 9 
 
Acts 7:48-60 (page 763)  "However, the Most High does not live in houses made by human 
hands. As the prophet says: 49 "'Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind 
of house will you build for me? says the Lord. Or where will my resting place be? 50 Has not my 
hand made all these things?' 51 "You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still 
uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52 Was there 
ever a prophet your ancestors did not persecute? They even killed those who predicted the 
coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered him-- 53 you who have 
received the law that was given through angels but have not obeyed it." 54 When the members 
of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, 
full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God. 56 "Look," he said, "I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God." 57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they 
all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the 
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning 
him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried 
out, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he had said this, he fell asleep.  
 
The Gospel remains as the only hope for humans who are a hopeless lot with CHANGING 
ISSUES but UNCHANGING SIN 
 
Acts 8:1-3 (page 764)  And Saul approved of their killing him. On that day a great persecution 
broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered 
throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. 3 But 
Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men and 
women and put them in prison.  
 
Acts 9:1-9 (page 765)  Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the 
Lord's disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 
Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he 
might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say 
to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 5 "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. "I am 
Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. 6 "Now get up and go into the city, and you will 
be told what you must do." 7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard 
the sound but did not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes 
he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was 
blind, and did not eat or drink anything.  
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The conversion of Saul is DRAMATIC AND DRASTIC and as such is probably not to be 
expected as THE NORM   
 
Matthew 25:31-46 (page 695)  "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 
with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and 
he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34 "Then the King will say to 
those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was 
in prison and you came to visit me.' 37 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see 
you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you 
sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 40 "The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.' 41 "Then he will say 
to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes 
and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.' 44 "They also 
will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or 
sick or in prison, and did not help you?' 45 "He will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did not 
do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.' 46 "Then they will go away to eternal 
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."  
 
Be very careful of any type of thinking or decision making that ALLOWS YOU to treat people 
in a way that is different from how JESUS TAUGHT you to treat people 
 
What each of us needs is to be CHANGED by an encounter with Jesus – not to have the SAME 
ENCOUNTER 
 
Acts 9:10-19a (page 765)  Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to 
him in a vision, "Ananias!" "Yes, Lord," he answered. 11 The Lord told him, "Go to the house of 
Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a 
vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his 
sight." 13 "Lord," Ananias answered, "I have heard many reports about this man and all the 
harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority 
from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name." 15 But the Lord said to Ananias, 
"Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings 
and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name." 17 Then 
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Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, 
the Lord-- Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here-- has sent me so 
that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18 Immediately, something like 
scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after 
taking some food, he regained his strength.  
 
You and I must be open to the LEADING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT in our lives and we must not 
let HARDENING OF THE CATEGORIES keep us from obedience to that leading 
 
So we get now to the two big “so what’s” of this passage: 

God can save ANYONE at any time in any way HE THINKS IS BEST 
 

We must be ABSOLUTELY OBEDIENT to the leading of the Holy Spirit on a moment-
to-moment basis 
 
 

My Next Step: 
I will repent of the hardening of the categories. 
I will strive to keep faith for the redemption of those who I know and love who are lost. 
I will be obedient to the leading of the Holy Spirit on a daily basis in my words and actions. 
 


