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Acts – Part 17: July 17, 2016 
Dennis Webber 
Acts 9:19b-31 

 
Acts 9:19b-31 (page 765)  Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20 At once he 
began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All those who heard him were 
astonished and asked, "Isn't he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call 
on this name? And hasn't he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?" 22 Yet 
Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that 
Jesus is the Messiah. 23 After many days had gone by, there was a conspiracy among the Jews to 
kill him, 24 but Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they kept close watch on the city gates in 
order to kill him. 25 But his followers took him by night and lowered him in a basket through an 
opening in the wall. 26 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were 
all afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and 
brought him to the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that 
the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of 
Jesus. 28 So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the 
name of the Lord. 29 He talked and debated with the Hellenistic Jews, but they tried to kill him. 30 

When the believers learned of this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus. 

31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace and was 
strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it increased in 
numbers.  
 
Galatians 1:13-21 (page 810)  For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how 
intensely I persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. 14 I was advancing in Judaism 
beyond many of my own age among my people and was extremely zealous for the traditions of 
my fathers. 15 But when God, who set me apart from my mother's womb and called me by his 
grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, my 
immediate response was not to consult any human being. 17 I did not go up to Jerusalem to see 
those who were apostles before I was, but I went into Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus. 18 

Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas and stayed with 
him fifteen days. 19 I saw none of the other apostles-- only James, the Lord's brother. 20 I assure 
you before God that what I am writing you is no lie. 21 Then I went to Syria and Cilicia.  
 
The Apostles believed they had found the One who was worthy of dying for because HE HAD 
DIED FOR THEM -- We often believe that because we found the One who died for us then that 
means we are SPECIAL and deserve WEALTH AND COMFORT 
 
Romans 8:15-18 (page 787)  The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live 
in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him 
we cry, "Abba, Father." 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. 17 
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Now if we are children, then we are heirs-- heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we 
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 18 I consider that our present 
sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.  
 
Philippians 1:27-30 (page 818)  Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of 
the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I 
will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel 

28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they 
will be destroyed, but that you will be saved-- and that by God. 29 For it has been granted to you 
on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, 30 since you are going 
through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have.  
 
2 Timothy 1:7-12 (page 832)  For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us 
power, love and self-discipline. 8 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me 
his prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. 9 He has saved 
us and called us to a holy life-- not because of anything we have done but because of his own 
purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 10 but it 
has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 And of this gospel I was 
appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 12 That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is 
no cause for shame, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to 
guard what I have entrusted to him until that day.  
 
Colossians 1:24 (page 821)  Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh 
what is still lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church.  
 
Reputations  
 1 Are POWERFUL IN OUR LIVES 
 2 Are NOT EASILY changed 
 3 Generally sort themselves out, but SOMETIMES NEED HELP 
 
Proverbs 22:1 (page 453)  A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is 
better than silver or gold.  
 
Proverbs 18:19 (page 450)  A brother wronged is more unyielding than a fortified city; disputes 
are like the barred gates of a citadel.  
 
Proverbs 26:2 (page 456)  Like a fluttering sparrow or a darting swallow, an undeserved curse 
does not come to rest.  
 
Proverbs 3:27 (page 440)  Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your 
power to act.  



3 
 
Serenity Prayer 
God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 
the courage to change the things I can, 
and the wisdom to know the difference. 
Living one day at a time, 
enjoying one moment at a time; 
accepting hardship as a pathway to peace; 
taking, as Jesus did, this sinful world as it is; 
not as I would have it; 
trusting that You will make all things right if I surrender to Your will; 
so that I may be reasonably happy in this life 
and supremely happy with You forever in the next.” 
Amen 
 
My Next Step 
I will pray the Serenity Prayer every day this week. 
 


