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Colossians - Part 11 – July 30, 2017 
Colossians 3:8-11 

Dennis Webber 
 
Christianity is not defined by ETHICS OR MORALS.  Christianity is defined by CHRIST, His work 
of redemption on the cross empowered by resurrection.   
 
Christianity is experienced as a PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP with Jesus Christ that changes 
you so you can CHANGE YOUR WORLD.   
 
Without understanding what Christianity is, apart from what behavioral modifications it might 
produce, there are two great failures in front of you. 
 
One is the failure of spiritual schizophrenia where someone who has avoided or never 
understood the steps of HUMILITY EXPRESSED IN REPENTANCE AND CONFESSION ends up 
trying to behave on the outside in a way that is completely different from who they are on the 
inside.   
 
The other failure is an undefined or incorrectly defined understanding of Christianity which 
allows you to redefine the real with a CHEAP AND WORTHLESS SUBSTITUTE.     
 
Please be clear that Christianity is about declaring Jesus Christ as the absolute authority in 
your life. Submitting to that authority via humility expressed in confession of your sin and 
repentance from a former life-style defined by that sin, both in the nature of who you were 
and the actions you committed because of who you were.  What we talk about today is the 
application of that life change not the means or method of that change.  
 
Colossians 3:8-11 (page 822)  But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as 
these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each 
other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, 
which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or 
Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is 
in all.  
 
The list of behaviors that we are supposed to “take off” like a garment: 
 
ANGER 
Romans 12:19 (page 790)   “do not take revenge, but give opportunity for God’s wrath;  
James 1:19-20 (page 846)   “everyone should be quick to hear, slow to speak, an slow to 
anger, for the anger of a man does not bring about the righteousness of God”  
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WRATH 
 
Galatians 5:19-21 (page 813)  The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity 
and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish 
ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I 
did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.  
 
SLANDER 
 
ABUSIVE SPEECH 
 
LYING 
 
The Christian precept is that human/cultural distinctions or classes of people have no place 
in the Christian COMMUNITY or Christian THINKING. 
 
My Next Step 
Acknowledge that I am accountable to God’s requirements without excuse. 
 
From the list of ways not to behave given by Paul, I need to work on ____________________ 
(anger, wrath, malice, slander, abusive speech, lying). 


