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Some of Life’s Big Questions (Part 3-B) 
August 3, 2014 

 

Fear Versus Faith / Anxiety or Assurance 
 
Philippians 4:4-9 (page 820)  Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let 
your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And 
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable-- if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy-- think about such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard 
from me, or seen in me-- put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.  
 
God’s response is to guard our HEARTS AND MINDS (thoughts and emotions) with peace  
 
What it often gets down to for us is that rather than processing our thoughts and emotions 
as directed we process GOD through our THOUGHTS AND EMOTIONS 
 
1 John 4:15-19 (page 857)  If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives 
in them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. 
Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is made complete 
among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like 
Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with 
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 19 We love because he first loved 
us.  
 
John is reminding us to ABIDE – to live in, rely on, and to know (comprehend, understand, 
know in your knower) that God loves you 
 
I am loved by Someone who triumphs over all things and showers me with His love – This 
is IN SPITE of all other agendas and attacks on my life – I can either know and rely on that 
love or demand from God performance according to my will. 
 
John 6:27-29 (page 744)  Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to 
eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed his 
seal of approval." 28 Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?" 

29 Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."  
 
I must believe in the One whom the Father has sent – I MUST BELIEVE IN HIM – Not that He 
will always manipulate circumstances in my favor but in Him 
 
Hebrews 11:32-39 (page 844)  And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about 
Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who 
through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who 
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shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the 
sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and 
routed foreign armies. 35 Women received back their dead, raised to life again. There were 
others who were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better 
resurrection. 36 Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They 
were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They 
went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated-- 38 the world 
was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in 
holes in the ground. 39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received 
what had been promised,  
 
Which is the greater blessing in the Kingdom of God, to be considered a fine candidate for 
blessings or to be COUNTED WORTHY to suffer for the One who died for you 
 
Acts 5:34-41 (page 762)  But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was 
honored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside 
for a little while. 35 Then he addressed the Sanhedrin: "Men of Israel, consider carefully what 
you intend to do to these men. 36 Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be 
somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his followers were 
dispersed, and it all came to nothing. 37 After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of 
the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were 
scattered. 38 Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! 
For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. 39 But if it is from God, you will not 
be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God." 40 His speech 
persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered them 
not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, 
rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.  
 
Philippians 1:27-30 (page 818)  Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy 
of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my 
absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith 
of the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign 
to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved-- and that by God. 29 For it has 
been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, 30 

since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have.  

 
1 Peter 4:12-16 (page 852)  Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has 
come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice 
inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when 
his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for 
the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or 
thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a 
Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.  
 
1 Peter 4:15-19 (page 852)  If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other 
kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be 
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ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with 
God's household; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey 
the gospel of God? 18 And, "If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the 
ungodly and the sinner?" 19 So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit 
themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.  
 
Faith is the proper believing response to what God INITIATES, not the conviction that what 
we have INITIATED GOD WILL DO 
 
So the true conflict here is between the thoughts, perspectives and emotions that 
ORIGINATE WITH me that I try and sanctify through my BELIEF system, versus what 
initiates with God who I am to build my life upon 
 
Faith is not about having a firm conviction that God will do WHAT I WANT – Faith is having 
a firm conviction that God will do WHAT HE WANTS 
 
2 Kings 6:9-17 (page 256)  The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: "Beware of 
passing that place, because the Arameans are going down there." 10 So the king of Israel 
checked on the place indicated by the man of God. Time and again Elisha warned the king, 
so that he was on his guard in such places. 11 This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned 
his officers and demanded of them, "Tell me! Which of us is on the side of the king of Israel?" 

12 "None of us, my lord the king, " said one of his officers, "but Elisha, the prophet who is in 
Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom." 13 "Go, find out 
where he is," the king ordered, "so I can send men and capture him." The report came back: 
"He is in Dothan." 14 Then he sent horses and chariots and a strong force there. They went by 
night and surrounded the city. 15 When the servant of the man of God got up and went out 
early the next morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. "Oh no, my 
lord! What shall we do?" the servant asked. 16 "Don't be afraid," the prophet answered. "Those 
who are with us are more than those who are with them." 17 And Elisha prayed, "Open his 
eyes, LORD, so that he may see." Then the LORD opened the servant's eyes, and he looked 
and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.  
 
Fix your eyes UPON JESUS the Author and Finisher of your faith 
 
 
My Next Step 
 
I will take the time to consider where my thoughts and emotions originated (what they are based 
upon). 
 
I will take every thought captive and make them obedient to God 
(2 Corinthians 10:5). 
 
I will think for my emotions, thinking in biblical ways with faith in Jesus. 
 


