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Acts – Part 21: August 14, 2016 
Dennis Webber 

Acts 11:1-18 
 
Acts 11:1-18 (page 767)  The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the 
Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 
circumcised believers criticized him 3 and said, "You went into the house of uncircumcised 
men and ate with them." 4 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5 "I 
was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large 
sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. 6 I 
looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. 7 Then I 
heard a voice telling me, 'Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.' 8 "I replied, 'Surely not, Lord! Nothing 
impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.' 9 "The voice spoke from heaven a second 
time, 'Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.' 10 This happened three times, 
and then it was all pulled up to heaven again. 11 "Right then three men who had been sent to 
me from Caesarea stopped at the house where I was staying. 12 The Spirit told me to have no 
hesitation about going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the 
man's house. 13 He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, 'Send to 
Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. 14 He will bring you a message through which you and all 
your household will be saved.' 15 "As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had 
come on us at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered what the Lord had said: 'John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' 17 So if God gave them the same gift 
he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in 
God's way?" 18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, 
"So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life."  
 
I believe that the universal nature of humanity as shown by universal DEPRAVITY, universal 
GRACE, universal REDEMPTION, and universal INCLUSION IN ALL THINGS SPIRITUAL is in 
fact a vital lesson to the Church -- There is to be no PREJUDICE among us as Christians.  
None   
 
I believe that God, through what should be the UNIFYING LANGUAGE OF HUMAN PRAISE TO 
GOD, is trying to exemplify what it means to be SINGULARLY HUMAN BEFORE OUR 
CREATOR in direct contrast to the prejudice and hatred of sin that goes back to the Tower of 
Babel 
 
Genesis 11:1-9 (page 7)  Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2 As 
people moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. 3 They said to each 
other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, 
and tar for mortar. 4 Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that 
reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves; otherwise we will be 
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scattered over the face of the whole earth." 5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the 
tower the people were building. 6 The LORD said, "If as one people speaking the same 
language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 

7 Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other." 8 

So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 9 

That is why it was called Babel-- because there the LORD confused the language of the whole 
world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth.  
 
Facts and miracles are of little persuasion to people who have MADE UP THEIR MINDS, 
especially with people of influence and affluence (power and money) when the facts and 
miracles threaten their POSITION AND PROSPERITY   
 
What is different here is that these brethren are PERSUADED FROM THE PREJUDICE by the 
facts and the miracles   
 
What is important here is not what they think SHOULD HAVE HAPPENED – What is 
important is WHAT DID HAPPEN 
 
This group was willing to acknowledge the work of God and to have their PERSPECTIVE 
CHANGED by that work 
 
The facts and the activity of the Divine have informed them and Scripture is going to give 
them a REFERENCE POINT from which to correctly PERCEIVE the facts and the activity of 
God 
 
This incident shows us how we should perceive life – be ACCURATE about the facts, 
ACKNOWLEDGE the activity of God, and USE SCRIPTURE as our point of reference when 
forming our opinion 
 
My Next Step 
In my perceptions, attitudes and reactions I will be accurate about the facts, acknowledge the 
activity of God, and use Scripture as my point of reference when forming my opinions. 
 
 


