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WHY IS THE WORLD BROKEN?  
A POIGNANT Question  
 
A PROVOCATIVE Question  
 
A PHILOSOPHICAL Question – it connects us to the nature of God and the nature of man   
 
An APPROPRIATE Question - Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why do all the 
faithless live at ease?” Jeremiah 12:21 
 
A PROBING Question - “The question of evil is a mystery because the problem 
encroaches upon itself by entangling the questioner in the question.” (Gabriel Marcel) 

 
A PERPLEXING Question - even Christians cannot fully tie up all the loose ends answer to 
this question   -   Job 38:2-4, 18, 21; 40:2, 8 
 
PAIN VS EVIL  
Modern people assume the point of life is PLEASURE but most worldviews ASSUME 
SUFFERING will happen – the question is HOW TO LIVE WELL DESPITE SUFFERING. 
 
"The man who has not suffered, what can he possibly know, anyway?” Rabbi Abraham Heschel 

 
James 1:2-5: Suffering can work for the greater good of WISDOM 
 
"God WHISPERS to us in our pleasures, SPEAKS in our consciences, but SHOUTS in our 
pains. It is his megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” C.S. Lewis   
 
What we really WANT is MEANING for our suffering 
 
If this is a randomly evolved universe without meaning, then suffering has NO MEANING 
 
WHY EVIL? 
The Bible, quite logically, defines evil as VIOLATION OF GOD’S WILL 
 
In using the idea of evil to argue against the existence of God, you are actually ASSUMING 
THAT GOD EXISTS 
 
God has a morally justifiable reason - consistent with His goodness, sovereignty and 
character – for a world in which evil can (and does) occur… LOVE 
 



THE IMAGE OF GOD 
We were created to LOVE and to be in RELATIONSHIPS with God – that is our whole 
purpose.  
 
But love cannot be forced, it must be FREE to choose… 
 
GENESIS 3: THE FALL   
In the image of God we were created to be immortal, free and responsible MORAL AGENTS 
  
CAN GOD’S LOVE AND JUSTICE COEXIST?  
We are both PERPETRATOR and VICTIM 
 
Perhaps the question should be not "Why do bad things happen to good people?" but 
"Why do GOOD things happen to BAD people?”  
 
GOD’S RESPONSE  
Christians alone have a second question: "Why would God create a world in which HE 
KNEW HE WOULD SUFFER?” 
 
The Father's love sent his Son to die for us to defeat the power of evil in human nature: 
that's the HEART OF THE CHRISTIAN STORY ...God is not off the hook; GOD IS THE HOOK. 
That's the point of a cross.  
 
•We have a God who SUFFERS WITH US   -   John 11:35, 43; Genesis 50:20 
 
THE GLORY OF THE CROSS  
We have HOPE  because He SUFFERED FOR US 
 
God knew it would end well 
 
VICTORY, FORGIVENESS and JOY are possible 
 
Even suffering can be given MEANING and even evil can be turned to GOOD 
 
I Corinthians 15:55-57   
 

 
NEXT STEP 
The question is how will you respond? 
 
“The Cross is God's part of the practical solution to evil. Our part is to repent, to 
believe, and to work with God in fighting evil by the power of love. [2 Corinthians 5] 
The King has invaded; we are finishing the mop-up operation.” [P. Kreeft] 


