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IDENTITY: WHO YOU REALLY ARE - GENESIS 1:26-27  
 
“We make one of two basic assumptions: we view the universe as a result of random events 
and life on this planet a matter of chance; or we assume an Intelligence beyond the universe 
who gives the universe order, and life meaning.” A. Nicholi 
 
Identity is a critical question. 
 
The Darwinian Story -  no creator  -  no reason to exist, there is no purpose to life, no 
significance no individual value or human dignity. You are not free, You cannot think, You 
are not responsible – conveniently eliminates “sin”, You are born that way …and you’ll 
never change, You cannot actually “love.”  
 
The Whatever Story – meaninglessness and narcissism.  
Romans 1:23   
 
THE BIBLICAL STORY: You are The Image of God  Genesis 1: 26, 27:  
The purpose of life is to glorify God and enjoy Him… 
 
[1] We cannot know ourselves without knowing God.  
[2] We were created first and foremost to LOVE. Matt 22:37-40  
[3] Individual Value and Human Dignity. Psalm 139:13-16 ; Psalms 8:5 Equally so: Genesis 
1:27, Leviticus 24:22, Acts 10:34, 35 
[4] Freedom and Moral Agency.  
[5] Bad News: The Fall - Genesis 3:5; Psalms 14:2,3 

• The Fall was our rebellion 
• The Fall brought death 
• The Fall enslaved us 

[6] The Good News - Colossians 1:21, 22; II Corinthians 5:17 
 * Christ the King offers the rebels reconciliation. 
 * Death is itself defeated and the dead are revived to new life. 
 * No longer slaves – we are redeemed and given freedom – the  ability do what 
is right 
[7] Back on mission: II Corinthians 5: 14,19 
The good life = God centered life = an other centered life…. You were made to love boldly 
and extravagantly to fight evil and save the world. 
 
Love like you have nothing to gain, nothing to lose, nothing to prove. 


