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(Colossians 4:2-6 (page 823)  Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And 
pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 
mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5 

Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your 
conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer 
everyone.  
 
PRAYER 
 
(We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because 
we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God's people-- 5 the 
faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have 
already heard in the true message of the gospel (Col. 1:3-5 NIV) 
 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We 
continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and 
understanding that the Spirit gives, (Col. 1:9 NIV)) 
 
Paul started the letter reminding them he was PRAYING FOR THEM and now ends the letter 
by asking them to PRAY FOR HIM. 
 
 
Prayer is significant to the Christian LIFESTYLE AND MISSION.   
 
“Pray without stopping.” 
 
BEING WATCHFUL IN PRAYER 
 
Prayer is in fact a VITAL CONVERSATION between two people (you & God) that is firmly rooted 
in their RELATIONSHIP and the EVENTS of their lives.   
 
BEING THANKFUL IN PRAYER 
 
“enter His gates with thanksgiving, enter His courts with praise.”   
 



2 
 
Philippians 4:6-7 (page 820)  Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
Beginning with thanksgiving reminds you of the NATURE of your ONGOING RELATIONSHIP 
with God not just your current need. 
 
COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS 
 
“so that you may know how you should respond to each person.”   
 
We are Christ’s AMBASSADORS as if God were making His APPEAL TO THE WORLD through 
us.   
 
The call is to have WISDOM in your relationships.     
 
1 Peters 3:14-16 (page 851)  But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. 
"Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened." 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. 
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so 
that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of 
their slander.  
 
Seek the intervention of God that you might relate to people in such a way as to gain the right 
to be heard and then speak with knowledge and wisdom in an engaging way. 
 
My Next Step 
In my daily interactions with culture and community I need to: 
 Pray 
 Build healthy and moral relationships with others 
 Speak in ways well-seasoned with gentleness, respect and grace 
 
 
 
 
 


