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Acts – Part 27: September 25, 2016 
Dennis Webber 
Acts 13:13-52 

 
Acts 13:13-52 (page 768)  From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, 
where John left them to return to Jerusalem. 14 From Perga they went on to Pisidian Antioch. On 
the Sabbath they entered the synagogue and sat down. 15 After the reading from the Law and the 
Prophets, the leaders of the synagogue sent word to them, saying, "Brothers, if you have a word 
of exhortation for the people, please speak." 16 Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and 
said: "Fellow Israelites and you Gentiles who worship God, listen to me! 17 The God of the people 
of Israel chose our ancestors; he made the people prosper during their stay in Egypt; with 
mighty power he led them out of that country; 18 for about forty years he endured their conduct in 
the wilderness; 19 and he overthrew seven nations in Canaan, giving their land to his people as 
their inheritance. 20 All this took about 450 years. "After this, God gave them judges until the time 
of Samuel the prophet. 21 Then the people asked for a king, and he gave them Saul son of Kish, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, who ruled forty years. 22 After removing Saul, he made David their king. 
God testified concerning him: 'I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will 
do everything I want him to do.' 23 "From this man's descendants God has brought to Israel the 
Savior Jesus, as he promised. 24 Before the coming of Jesus, John preached repentance and 
baptism to all the people of Israel. 25 As John was completing his work, he said: 'Who do you 
suppose I am? I am not the one you are looking for. But there is one coming after me whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie.' 26 "Fellow children of Abraham and you God-fearing Gentiles, it 
is to us that this message of salvation has been sent. 27 The people of Jerusalem and their rulers 
did not recognize Jesus, yet in condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are 
read every Sabbath. 28 Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked 
Pilate to have him executed. 29 When they had carried out all that was written about him, they 
took him down from the cross and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead, 31 and 
for many days he was seen by those who had traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They 
are now his witnesses to our people. 32 "We tell you the good news: What God promised our 
ancestors 33 he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the 
second Psalm: "'You are my son; today I have become your father.' 34 God raised him from the 
dead so that he will never be subject to decay. As God has said, "'I will give you the holy and sure 
blessings promised to David.' 35 So it is also stated elsewhere: "'You will not let your holy one see 
decay.' 36 "Now when David had served God's purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he 
was buried with his ancestors and his body decayed. 37 But the one whom God raised from the 
dead did not see decay. 38 "Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the 
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. 39 Through him everyone who believes is set free from 
every sin, a justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses. 40 Take care that 
what the prophets have said does not happen to you: 41 "'Look, you scoffers, wonder and perish, 
for I am going to do something in your days that you would never believe, even if someone told 
you.' " 42 As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people invited them to speak 
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further about these things on the next Sabbath. 43 When the congregation was dismissed, many 
of the Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who talked with them 
and urged them to continue in the grace of God. 44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city 
gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45 When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with 
jealousy. They began to contradict what Paul was saying and heaped abuse on him. 46 Then Paul 
and Barnabas answered them boldly: "We had to speak the word of God to you first. Since you 
reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 47 For 
this is what the Lord has commanded us: "'I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may 
bring salvation to the ends of the earth.' " 48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and 
honored the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed. 49 The word of 
the Lord spread through the whole region. 50 But the Jewish leaders incited the God-fearing 
women of high standing and the leading men of the city. They stirred up persecution against 
Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their region. 51 So they shook the dust off their feet 
as a warning to them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the 
Holy Spirit.  
 
It is good for us to understand the JEWISH HISTORY OF THE GOSPEL – But we need to be 
careful not to be deceived or lured into the idea that making the Gospel more Jewish than it is 
somehow IMPROVES WHAT NEEDS NO IMPROVEMENT 
 
Galatians 1:6-9 (page 810)  I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called 
you to live in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel-- 7 which is really no gospel 
at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the 
gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the 
one we preached to you, let them be under God's curse! 9 As we have already said, so now I say 
again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be under 
God's curse!  
 
Galatians 2:11-16 (page 811)  When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, 
because he stood condemned. 12 For before certain men came from James, he used to eat with 
the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the 
Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 13 The other 
Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. 14 

When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front 
of them all, "You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you 
force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 15 "We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles 16 

know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, 
too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the 
works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified.  
 
Philippians 3:1-14 (page 819)  Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is no 
trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you. 2 Watch out for 
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those dogs, those evildoers, those mutilators of the flesh. 3 For it is we who are the circumcision, 
we who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the 
flesh-- 4 though I myself have reasons for such confidence. If someone else thinks they have 
reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the 
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 

6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 7 But 
whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider 
everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose 
sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in 
Christ-- the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ-- 
yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him 
in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have 
already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that 
for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to 
have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 
ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus.  
 
Colossians 2:8-23 (page 822)  See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and 
deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of 
this world rather than on Christ. 9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 

and in Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. 11 

In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your 
whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, 12 having been 
buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the 
working of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 When you were dead in your sins and in the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having 
canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he 
has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he 
made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. 16 Therefore do not let 
anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon 
celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, 
however, is found in Christ. 18 Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of 
angels disqualify you. Such a person also goes into great detail about what they have seen; they 
are puffed up with idle notions by their unspiritual mind. 19 They have lost connection with the 
head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, 
grows as God causes it to grow. 20 Since you died with Christ to the elemental spiritual forces of 
this world, why, as though you still belonged to the world, do you submit to its rules: 21 "Do not 
handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"? 22 These rules, which have to do with things that are all 
destined to perish with use, are based on merely human commands and teachings. 23 Such 
regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false 
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humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual 
indulgence.  
 
In conjunction with the Jesus story is OUR STORY WITHIN HIS STORY – Be CLEAR in your own 
story – Do not EMBELLISH or REDUCE IT – Do not let anyone TAKE IT AWAY FROM YOU 
 
1 Peter 3:8-17 (page 851)  Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, 
be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, 
repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10 

For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep their tongue from evil and their lips 
from deceitful speech. 11 They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and 
pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their 
prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil." 13 Who is going to harm you if you 
are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not 
fear their threats; do not be frightened." 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who 
speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it 
is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.  
 
The Jews were not jealous over the fact that the MESSIAH HAD COME, but that the message of 
His coming came through someone other than them, and the presence of so many newcomers 
has threatened their positions of INFLUENCE AND CONTROL 
 
CHECK YOUR OWN HEART – is there room in your heart for new people or is their space 
occupied by your ego 
 
3 John 9-11 (page 859)  I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to be first, will not 
welcome us. 10 So when I come, I will call attention to what he is doing, spreading malicious 
nonsense about us. Not satisfied with that, he even refuses to welcome other believers. He also 
stops those who want to do so and puts them out of the church. 11 Dear friend, do not imitate 
what is evil but what is good. Anyone who does what is good is from God. Anyone who does what 
is evil has not seen God.  
 
My Next Step: 
I would like to commit my life to Christ and be baptized in water on October 9 during service (I 
will attend the required class at 8:30 am that morning). 
 
I am going to read and review the sermons in Acts to better understand the historic context of 
the faith by which I live.  (Acts 2:22-36; 7:2-53; 13:14-41) 
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I am choosing to open my heart – in reality rather than conceptually – to all those Jesus wishes 
to add to His Church. 


