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Acts – Part 29: October 16, 2016 
Dennis Webber 
Acts 15:36-41 

 
Acts 15:36-41 (page 771)  Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us go back and visit 
the believers in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are 
doing." 37 Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, 38 but Paul did not think 
it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with 
them in the work. 39 They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas 
took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the believers 
to the grace of the Lord. 41 He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.  
 
2 Timothy 4:9-13 (page 833)  Do your best to come to me quickly, 10 for Demas, because he 
loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to 
Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, 
because he is helpful to me in my ministry. 12 I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13 When you come, 
bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, especially the parchments.  
 
The tendency is to say, “See it all worked out so this must have been WHAT GOD HAD IN 
MIND”   
 
Romans 8:28-31 (page 787)  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those 
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he 
called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 31 What, then, shall we say in 
response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?  
 
Just because Jesus cleans up the mess we made and takes our difficulties and mistakes 
and uses them to CONFORM US TO THE IMAGE OF JESUS (that is the good in this passage 
not He makes all things work out to my pleasure and comfort), I cannot say by extension 
that everything that WORKS OUT WELL WAS IN FACT RIGHT when it happened 
 
Our level of fatigue, our frustration with previous situations, our previous interactions with 
that same person or even other people, and a whole host of other things provide THE 
CONTEXT in which “the event” that we are currently dealing with happened – Our ability to 
unwind those extra events and deal with a singular incident ON ITS OWN MERITS ALONE is 
hard, requires work, and requires HUMBLE HONEST SELF-AWARENESS 
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To the degree that these issues matter to others, the command to LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
trumps any Christian LIBERTY I may have when I understand that my holiness is a matter of 
the heart 
 
Romans 14:1-8 (page 790)  Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over 
disputable matters. 2 One person's faith allows them to eat anything, but another, whose faith 
is weak, eats only vegetables. 3 The one who eats everything must not treat with contempt the 
one who does not, and the one who does not eat everything must not judge the one who does, 
for God has accepted them. 4 Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To their own 
master, servants stand or fall. And they will stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 5 

One person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every day alike. 
Each of them should be fully convinced in their own mind. 6 Whoever regards one day as 
special does so to the Lord. Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give thanks to 
God; and whoever abstains does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives 
for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we live for the Lord; 
and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.  
 
Romans 14:13-23 (page 791)  Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. 
Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in the way of a brother 
or sister. 14 I am convinced, being fully persuaded in the Lord Jesus, that nothing is unclean in 
itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for that person it is unclean. 15 If your 
brother or sister is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love. Do 
not by your eating destroy someone for whom Christ died. 16 Therefore do not let what you 
know is good be spoken of as evil. 17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and 
drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 18 because anyone who serves 
Christ in this way is pleasing to God and receives human approval. 19 Let us therefore make 
every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. 20 Do not destroy the work of 
God for the sake of food. All food is clean, but it is wrong for a person to eat anything that 
causes someone else to stumble. 21 It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything 
else that will cause your brother or sister to fall. 22 So whatever you believe about these things 
keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the one who does not condemn himself by what he 
approves. 23 But whoever has doubts is condemned if they eat, because their eating is not from 
faith; and everything that does not come from faith is sin.  
 
1 Corinthians 6:1-8 (page 795)  If any of you has a dispute with another, do you dare to take it 
before the ungodly for judgment instead of before the Lord's people? 2 Or do you not know that 
the Lord's people will judge the world? And if you are to judge the world, are you not 
competent to judge trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much 
more the things of this life! 4 Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, do you ask 
for a ruling from those whose way of life is scorned in the church? 5 I say this to shame you. Is 
it possible that there is nobody among you wise enough to judge a dispute between believers? 
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6 But instead, one brother takes another to court-- and this in front of unbelievers! 7 The very 
fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been completely defeated already. 
Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? 8 Instead, you yourselves cheat and 
do wrong, and you do this to your brothers and sisters.  
 
Forgive as you have BEEN FORGIVEN and love as you have BEEN LOVED – Hold your 
convictions with PASSION AND CLARITY, but most importantly hold them with HUMILITY 
 
My Next Step 
 I would like to commit my life to Christ and be baptized in water on January 1 during 

service. 
 I will learn to hold my opinions and preferences with passion, clarity and humility. 
 I will be slow to judge my brother who stands or falls before the God who will make him 

stand. 
 I will pursue biblical resolution to the unresolved issues of my life. 


