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The Wheel -- Part 6: October 18, 2015 
The Need for Listening Prayer 

Dennis Webber 
 
We tend to pray for what “SHOULD BE” and for what “OUGHT TO HAPPEN”   
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 (page 439)  Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; 6 in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.  
 
There are some amazing promises that seem to indicate that we can pray in such a way 
so as to have miraculous answers to those prayers. But there are also some promises 
that indicate that LIFE IS GOING TO BE HARD and get harder as sin grows and sinners run 
wild resulting in horrible situations and persecution  
 
What happens is this – a situation arises, we desire a particular resolution to that 
situation so WE FILL IN THE SPACE between the situation and the desired result with a 
verse that leads to the desired result. 
 
We spiritualize that process by calling it having faith when in fact it is having a strong 
personal desire that we have found a verse to support 
 
Philippians 4:6-7 (page 820)  Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
 
I want you to see this verse to underscore the fact that you can ask – The promise IS NOT 
that you get what you ask but as a result of the conversation you will receive peace 
 
The alternative to filling in the gap between what is and what I want with a 
verse/promise of my choice is TO ASK GOD what goes between what is and where HE HAS 
DETERMINED we are going. 
 
My Next Step 
I need to find the courage to bring my questions to God – I will be at the conference. 
 
 
 
 
 


