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Acts – Part 31: October 30, 2016 
Dennis Webber 

Acts 17:1-15 
 
Acts 17:1-15 (page 772)  When Paul and his companions had passed through Amphipolis and 
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As was his custom, Paul 
went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 

explaining and proving that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead. "This Jesus I am 
proclaiming to you is the Messiah," he said. 4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and 
Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and quite a few prominent women. 5 But other 
Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace, formed a mob 
and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason's house in search of Paul and Silas in order to 
bring them out to the crowd. 6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other 
believers before the city officials, shouting: "These men who have caused trouble all over the world 
have now come here, 7 and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar's 
decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus." 8 When they heard this, the crowd and 
the city officials were thrown into turmoil. 9 Then they made Jason and the others post bond and let 
them go. 10 As soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, 
they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those 
in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures 
every day to see if what Paul said was true. 12 As a result, many of them believed, as did also a number 
of prominent Greek women and many Greek men. 13 But when the Jews in Thessalonica learned that 
Paul was preaching the word of God at Berea, some of them went there too, agitating the crowds and 
stirring them up. 14 The believers immediately sent Paul to the coast, but Silas and Timothy stayed at 
Berea. 15 Those who escorted Paul brought him to Athens and then left with instructions for Silas and 
Timothy to join him as soon as possible.  
 
In Berea we see a group of people ask the question “IS THIS CORRECT?” – In Thessalonica we see a 
group of people ask “DO I LIKE THIS?” 
 
Who carries the day, influences the crowd, gets their way – the “IS THIS TRUE” people or the “DO I 
LIKE THIS” people – emotion carries what truth does not support 
 
Philippians 4:8-9 (page 820)  Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable-- if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy-- think about such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard 
from me, or seen in me-- put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.  
 
John 8:31-32 (page 746)  To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, 
you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."  
John 14:6 (page 752)  Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.  
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Romans 12:1-2 (page 789)  Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to 
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your true and proper worship. 

2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and approve what God's will is-- his good, pleasing and perfect will.  
 
2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (page 807)  For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world 
does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up 
against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.  
 
You need to know Jesus.  You need to know you are loved by Him.  You need to know you can be set 
free from sin and guilt through repentance and confession.  And you need to know what He has told 
us about how to understand life, how to make decisions, and how to live.  THE TRUTH WILL SET 
YOU FREE. 
 
The other approach of emotions and perceptions above all else is like living in a corn or hay maze.  
Except in these emotional mazes there is no way out and everyone falls into a sink hole of anger 
and emotion in the middle of the maze. 
 
 
My Next Step 
I would like to commit my life to Christ and be baptized in water on January 1 during service. 
 
I will pursue my relationship with Jesus (Truth). 
 
I will pursue my knowledge of Jesus (Truth). 
 


