
The Wheel -- Part 8: November 1, 2015 
The Value of Showing Up / There You Are! 

Stephen Olson 
 
Matthew 22:37-39 (page 692)  Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
 
I - God didn't make us to do life alone 
 
Our relationship with God is INTERTWINED WITH OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER 
PEOPLE — One can't be strong without the other.  
 
Micah 6:8 (page 650)  He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  And what does the LORD 
require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 
 
Matthew 5:23-24 (page 678)  “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front 
of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift. 
 
Matthew 6:14-15 (page 678)  For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others their sins, your 
Father will not forgive your sins. 
 
II - We are CREATED to CONNECT  
 

Genesis 1:26-28 (Page 1)  Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our 
likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock 
and all the wild animals,[a] and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 27 So God 
created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 
created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the 
earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living 
creature that moves on the ground.” 

Together WE RULE 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12 (page 799)   Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its 
many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 
1 Corinthians 12:18 (page 799)  But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every 
one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A26-28+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26a


 
III - To stay connected, we must put the needs of others ABOVE our own  
 
Philippians 2:3-4 (page 819)   Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests 
but each of you to the interests of the others. 
 
Think, "How can I CONTRIBUTE?" not, "What am I getting?" 
 
Mark 10:43-45 (page 708)  Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 
45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many.” 

Psalm 133 (page 431)   How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in 
unity!  2 It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, running 
down on Aaron’s beard, down on the collar of his robe.  3 It is as if the dew of Hermon 
were falling on Mount Zion. For there the LORD bestows his blessing, even life 
forevermore 

IV - God blesses UNIFIED churches with an outpouring of the HOLY SPIRIT, which 
enables us to CHANGE THE WORLD 
 
 
NEXT STEP 
 
I will join the fellowship of the church (next baptism date will be announced). 
 
I will improve my Connect spoken by ________________. 
 
I will pray and ask God how I can better contribute to my church.  
 
I will put the needs of others above my own.  
 
 
 


