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John 15:26-16:11 (page 753) 
26 "When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father-- the Spirit of truth 
who goes out from the Father-- he will testify about me. 27 And you also must testify, for you 
have been with me from the beginning.   
"All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 2 They will put you out of the synagogue; 
in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will think they are offering a service to 
God. 3 They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me. 4 I have told 
you this, so that when their time comes you will remember that I warned you about them. I did 
not tell you this from the beginning because I was with you, 5 but now I am going to him who 
sent me. None of you asks me, 'Where are you going?' 6 Rather, you are filled with grief 
because I have said these things. 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going 
away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 

When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and 
judgment: 9 about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I 
am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the 
prince of this world now stands condemned.  
 
We deal with the reality that in the eternal sense we are CHOSEN, LOVED and SECURE 
in Christ.  On the other hand, the kingdoms of this world are ALIGNED AGAINST US 
and will respond with reluctant tolerance at best, martyrdom at worst 
 
In this hostile environment it is our responsibility to TESTIFY FOR JESUS 
  
2 Corinthians 5:18-20 (page 805) All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ, not counting people's sins against them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.  
 
We do this TOGETHER with the Holy Spirit 
 
Luke 12:11-12 (page 727) "When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, 
do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, 12 for the Holy Spirit 
will teach you at that time what you should say."  
 
Persecution STRENGTHENS THE RESOLVE of those who are truly committed and live 
with the perspective that Jesus indicates and it DRIVES AWAY those less committed 
who are living by a different perspective 
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John 16:8 (page 753) When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin 
and righteousness and judgment:  
 
Here is the perspective that comes from the Holy Spirit; there is RIGHT, WRONG AND 
CONSEQUENCES  
 
In contrast to the truth about right and wrong is the whole concept of DISMISSING OR 
TWISTING right and wrong 
 
Isaiah 5:20-23 (page 476) Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness 
for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. 21 Woe to those 
who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight. 22 Woe to those who are heroes 
at drinking wine and champions at mixing drinks, 23 who acquit the guilty for a bribe, but deny 
justice to the innocent.  
 
Romans 1:18-32 (page 782) The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the 
godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since 
what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 

For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-- his eternal power and divine 
nature-- have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people 
are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave 
thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 

Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and 
reptiles. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual 
impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about 
God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator-- who is 
forever praised. Amen. 26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their 
women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men 
also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. 
Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for 
their error. 28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of 
God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. 

29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are 
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, 
insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 

they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although they know God's 
righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do 
these very things but also approve of those who practice them.  
 
The presence of the Holy Spirit CONVICTS OR PROVES that the world is WRONG 
regarding these things 
 
One perspective deals with truth and the other REJECTS TRUTH, REVERSES TRUTH 
and PURSUES ever more perverted ways of behaving 
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2 Peter 3:1-18 (page 854) Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written 
both of them as reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. 2 I want you to recall the 
words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and 
Savior through your apostles. 3 Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers 
will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4 They will say, "Where is this 'coming' 
he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning 
of creation." 5 But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens came into 
being and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6 By these waters also the world of 
that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same word the present heavens and earth are 
reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 8 But do 
not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens 
will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything 
done in it will be laid bare. 11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of 
people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the 
day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by 
fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking 
forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 14 So then, dear 
friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, 
blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, 
just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes 
the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some 
things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the 
other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 17 Therefore, dear friends, since you have been 
forewarned, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless 
and fall from your secure position. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.  
 
The Holy Spirit dwells with us as the indwelling comfort of the presence of God.  He 
teaches us by helping us remember and apply the words of Jesus and gives us 
wisdom in all the areas of our life for which we have no direct verse of Scripture.  He 
also provides us with a fixed point of reference in a world where wrong has become 
right and everyone thinks they can get away with doing evil without consequences. 
 
 
 
My Next Step 
I am willing to evaluate whether my commitment to Jesus is based upon ‘is it working for me 
today’ or whether it is ‘I am all in regardless of the response around me’. 


