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What is Advent? EXPECTATION AND PREPARATION 
  
Advent challenges us to WAIT WITH EXPECTATION, to hold off on celebrating Christmas until 
WE’VE PREPARED OURSELVES 
 
Luke 1:67-75 (page 715)  67 …. Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:68 “Praise be 
to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come to his people and redeemed them.69 He has raised 
up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David 70 (as he said through his holy prophets 
of long ago),71 salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us—72 to show mercy to 
our ancestors and to remember his holy covenant,73 the oath he swore to our father Abraham:74 to 
rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear75 in holiness and 
righteousness before him all our days.  
 
Why Candles? 
 
Isaiah 9:2 (page 479)  The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the 
land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 
 
Jesus is the Light of the World 
 
We are CALLED TO BE A LIGHT to the world  
 
Isaiah 42:6 (page 502) “I am the LORD; oI have called you2 in righteousness; I will take you by the hand 
and keep you; I will give you pas a covenant for the people, qa light for the nations,  
 
The darkness of FEAR AND HOPELESSNESS RECEDING more light is yet to come 
 
The Prophet’s Candle 
 
While the people expected a new earthly king, their EXPECTIONS FELL FAR SHORT OF GOD’S 
REVELATION of Himself in Christ 
 
Isaiah 7:10–14 (page 477)  10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it 
be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the 
test.” 13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary 
my God also? 14 Therefore the cLord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  
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Matthew 1:20-23 (page 675)   20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for 
that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and zyou shall call his 
name Jesus, afor he will save his people from their sins.” 22 bAll this took place cto fulfill what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet: 23  d“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call 
his name eImmanuel”  
 
Isaiah 53:1-3 (page 511)  1 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been 
revealed? 2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no 
beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.3 He was 
despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom 
people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 

 
The DANGER OF UNDER-EXPECTING GOD and in imposing our ideas about what should be 
happening, instead of humbly waiting to see what God is actually going to do    
 
PROPHECIES 

Old Testament has 456 identifying characteristics of Jesus including… 
The Place:  Micah 5:2 (page 649) “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among 

the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins 
are from of old, from ancient times.” 

Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth: Isaiah 9:1 (page 479)…  9:1 Nevertheless, there will be no more 
gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land 
of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond 
the Jordan… 

The Lineage  Isaiah 11:1 (page 481)  There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of lJesse, and 
a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.  

 
IMPORTANCE OF HOPE 
 
Not the Hope that “wishes something will happen” but a HOPE that KNOWS something GOOD WILL 
happen. Our hope is based on knowing GOD WILL DO WHAT HE SAID HE WOULD DO 
 
Isaiah 9:2 (page 479)  2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the 
land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 
 
Not only will his Second Advent bring total peace, but even now His first coming makes PEACE 
possible FOR YOU  
     
Jeremiah 29:11 (page 546)  “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  
 
 
 
 
  

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%201.18-24#footnote8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%201.18-24#footnote9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%201.18-24#footnote10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%201.18-24#footnote11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%201.18-24#footnote12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%201.18-24#footnote13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2011.1-10#footnote1

	The Prophet’s Candle

