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1 John 1:9 (page 855) (NAS)  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 
Romans 10:8-13 (page 788) (NAS)  But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your 
mouth and in your heart "-- that is, the word of faith which we are preaching, 9 that if you 
confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from 
the dead, you shall be saved; 10 for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, 
and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, "Whoever 
believes in Him will not be disappointed." 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call upon Him; 13 for 
"Whoever will call upon the name of the LORD will be saved."  
 
Matthew 22:37-39 (page 692) (NIV)  Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38 This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'  
 
John 14:23-24 (page 752) (NIV)  Jesus replied, "Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. 
My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone 
who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they 
belong to the Father who sent me.  
 
The vertical spokes on the wheel are about being CORRECTLY AND STRONGLY related to 
Jesus   
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (page 833) (NIV)  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.  
 
Philippians 4:6-7 (page 820) (NIV)  Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.  
 
1 Peter 1:22-23 (page 850) (NIV)  Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth 
so that you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart. 23 For 
you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and 
enduring word of God.  
 



The horizontal spokes on the wheel are about being RIGHTLY CONNECTED with others 
and expressing that connection in the same SELF-SACRIFICING SERVICE TO OTHERS as 
Jesus used to serve us 
 
Obedience – In its most direct essence means DOING WHAT JESUS TELLS US TO 
 
We need to find SIMPLE COURAGE to obey in the face of OUR OWN REASONING 
 
Judges 6:11-23 (page 169) (NIV)  The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak in 
Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a 
winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 12 When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, 
he said, "The LORD is with you, mighty warrior." 13 "Pardon me, my lord," Gideon replied, "but 
if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our 
ancestors told us about when they said, 'Did not the LORD bring us up out of Egypt?' But now 
the LORD has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian." 14 The LORD turned to him 
and said, "Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am I not sending 
you?" 15 "Pardon me, my lord," Gideon replied, "but how can I save Israel? My clan is the 
weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family." 16 The LORD answered, "I will be with 
you, and you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive." 17 Gideon replied, "If now I 
have found favor in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really you talking to me. 18 Please do not 
go away until I come back and bring my offering and set it before you." And the LORD said, "I 
will wait until you return." 19 Gideon went inside, prepared a young goat, and from an ephah of 
flour he made bread without yeast. Putting the meat in a basket and its broth in a pot, he 
brought them out and offered them to him under the oak. 20 The angel of God said to him, 
"Take the meat and the unleavened bread, place them on this rock, and pour out the broth." 
And Gideon did so. 21 Then the angel of the LORD touched the meat and the unleavened bread 
with the tip of the staff that was in his hand. Fire flared from the rock, consuming the meat 
and the bread. And the angel of the LORD disappeared. 22 When Gideon realized that it was the 
angel of the LORD, he exclaimed, "Alas, Sovereign LORD! I have seen the angel of the LORD 
face to face!" 23 But the LORD said to him, "Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die."  
 
God is saying things to you about you that you do not believe – What He sees in you and 
what you were created for is so much greater than anything you have ever experienced 
or even dreamed of that you are like Gideon – arguing with the God of the universe of 
over which of you is right 
 
Judges 6:25-31 (page 169) (NIV)  That same night the LORD said to him, "Take the second 
bull from your father's herd, the one seven years old. Tear down your father's altar to Baal 
and cut down the Asherah pole beside it. 26 Then build a proper kind of altar to the LORD your 
God on the top of this height. Using the wood of the Asherah pole that you cut down, offer the 
second bull as a burnt offering." 27 So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the LORD told 
him. But because he was afraid of his family and the townspeople, he did it at night rather 
than in the daytime. 28 In the morning when the people of the town got up, there was Baal's 



altar, demolished, with the Asherah pole beside it cut down and the second bull sacrificed on 
the newly built altar! 29 They asked each other, "Who did this?" When they carefully 
investigated, they were told, "Gideon son of Joash did it." 30 The people of the town demanded 
of Joash, "Bring out your son. He must die, because he has broken down Baal's altar and cut 
down the Asherah pole beside it." 31 But Joash replied to the hostile crowd around him, "Are 
you going to plead Baal's cause? Are you trying to save him? Whoever fights for him shall be 
put to death by morning! If Baal really is a god, he can defend himself when someone breaks 
down his altar."  
 
Judges 6:36-40 (page 169) (NIV)  Gideon said to God, "If you will save Israel by my hand as 
you have promised-- 37 look, I will place a wool fleece on the threshing floor. If there is dew 
only on the fleece and all the ground is dry, then I will know that you will save Israel by my 
hand, as you said." 38 And that is what happened. Gideon rose early the next day; he squeezed 
the fleece and wrung out the dew-- a bowlful of water. 39 Then Gideon said to God, "Do not be 
angry with me. Let me make just one more request. Allow me one more test with the fleece, 
but this time make the fleece dry and let the ground be covered with dew." 40 That night God 
did so. Only the fleece was dry; all the ground was covered with dew.  
 
Judges 7:2-7 (page 170) (NIV)  The LORD said to Gideon, "You have too many men. I cannot 
deliver Midian into their hands, or Israel would boast against me, 'My own strength has saved 
me.' 3 Now announce to the army, 'Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave 
Mount Gilead. '" So twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand remained. 4 But the 
LORD said to Gideon, "There are still too many men. Take them down to the water, and I will 
thin them out for you there. If I say, 'This one shall go with you,' he shall go; but if I say, 'This 
one shall not go with you,' he shall not go." 5 So Gideon took the men down to the water. There 
the LORD told him, "Separate those who lap the water with their tongues as a dog laps from 
those who kneel down to drink." 6 Three hundred of them drank from cupped hands, lapping 
like dogs. All the rest got down on their knees to drink. 7 The LORD said to Gideon, "With the 
three hundred men that lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your hands. Let all 
the others go home."  
 
Judges 7:9-15 (page 170) (NIV)  During that night the LORD said to Gideon, "Get up, go down 
against the camp, because I am going to give it into your hands. 10 If you are afraid to attack, 
go down to the camp with your servant Purah 11 and listen to what they are saying. Afterward, 
you will be encouraged to attack the camp." So he and Purah his servant went down to the 
outposts of the camp. 12 The Midianites, the Amalekites and all the other eastern peoples had 
settled in the valley, thick as locusts. Their camels could no more be counted than the sand 
on the seashore. 13 Gideon arrived just as a man was telling a friend his dream. "I had a 
dream," he was saying. "A round loaf of barley bread came tumbling into the Midianite camp. 
It struck the tent with such force that the tent overturned and collapsed." 14 His friend 
responded, "This can be nothing other than the sword of Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite. 
God has given the Midianites and the whole camp into his hands." 15 When Gideon heard the 



dream and its interpretation, he bowed down and worshiped. He returned to the camp of 
Israel and called out, "Get up! The LORD has given the Midianite camp into your hands."  
 
God is calling you to OBEDIENCE and it is scary, it is awesome, and it will lead you into 
being the person you WERE CREATED TO BE 
 
My Next Step 
I need to believe what God has said about me. 
 
I need to act on what God has said to me. 


