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Matthew 1:18-25 (page 675)  This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His 
mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was 
found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to 
the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her 
quietly. 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what 
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 
him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." 22 All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 "The virgin will conceive and give birth to 
a son, and they will call him Immanuel" (which means "God with us"). 24 When Joseph woke 
up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 

But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the 
name Jesus.  
 
Our introduction to Joseph is that he is a righteous man –  The NIV translates righteous as 
“FAITHFUL TO THE LAW”    
 
Being right in the biblical sense means to be obedient to those things that GOD HAS SAID 
ARE RIGHT AND WRONG   
 
The law indicated that Mary’s adultery had ENDED THE MARRIAGE before it really began 
but Joseph was as KIND as he was UNCOMPROMISING 
 
Can it be said of us that we are UNCOMPROMISING AND KIND 
 
There is a theme here in these two people, consistent with what we will see in the Son they 
raise.  Jesus DESPISED THE SHAME of being human and the HUMILIATION of His death in 
order to save us – Mary and Joseph DESPISED THE SHAME of the OPINIONS and 
MISUNDERSTANDINGS of others to be identified with Jesus 
 
Matthew 2:13-23 (page 676)  When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 
a dream. "Get up," he said, "take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there 
until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him." 14 So he got up, took the 
child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of 
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Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: "Out of Egypt I called 
my son." 16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and 
he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and 
under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said 
through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 18 "A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great 
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no 
more." 19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 and 
said, "Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were 
trying to take the child's life are dead." 21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went 
to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the 
district of Galilee, 23 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was 
said through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene.  
 
Would it be a good lesson for each of us to STOP, WAIT and PRAY before we blow every 
asset entrusted to us – It just might be that God is providing for WHAT WE DO NOT KNOW IS 
COMING 
 
Some people have the idea that being righteous – being A PERSON who let’s GOD DEFINE 
your moral center – is to be a person without ADVENTURE – I would submit to you that 
there is no greater adventure on this planet than to live with the knowledge that you are 
living in enemy occupied and controlled territory, taking your orders from God in heaven 
while living them out here on the earth 
 
I do not think the issue is that Christianity is BORING – I think the problem is that most 
people are not COURAGEOUS ENOUGH TO BE A CHRISTIAN 
 
 My Next Step 
I will be courageous enough to be baptized January 1. 
I will let God define my moral center. 
I will be uncompromisingly obedient and kind in my response to others. 
I will stop, wait and pray regarding the use of my assets.   
 


