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Christmas 2014 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
December 21, 2014 
 
Luke 2:8-14 (page 716)  And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town 
of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 13 Suddenly a great 
company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests."  
 

Verse One      
Hark! The herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King;  Peace on earth, and 

mercy mild,  God and sinners reconciled!”  Joyful, all ye nations rise,  Join the 

triumph of the skies;  With the angelic host proclaim,  “Christ is born in 
Bethlehem!” 
 
Romans 8:19-23 (page 787)  For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of 
God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but 
by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from 
its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 22 We 
know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the 
present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:18-21 (page 805)  All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ, not counting people's sins against them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.  
 
Revelation 5:9-13 (page 864)   And they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take 
the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased 
for God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. 10 You have made 
them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth." 11 Then I 
looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten 
thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders. 12 In a loud voice they were saying: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive 
power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!" 13 Then I heard 
every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in 
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them, saying: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory 
and power, for ever and ever!" 
 
Verse Two 
Christ, by highest Heav’n adored;  Christ the everlasting Lord;  Late in time, 

behold Him come,  Offspring of a virgin’s womb.  Veiled in flesh the Godhead 

see;  Hail the incarnate Deity,  Pleased with us in flesh to dwell,  Jesus our 
Emmanuel. 
 
Romans 5:1-6 (page 785)  Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by 
faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 

Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to 
shame, because God's love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who 
has been given to us. 6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ 
died for the ungodly.  
 
Hebrews 10:1-9 (page 842) The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming-- 
not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated 
endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship. 2 Otherwise, would 
they not have stopped being offered? For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for 
all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their sins. 3 But those sacrifices are an annual 
reminder of sins. 4 It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 5 

Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: "Sacrifice and offering you did not 
desire, but a body you prepared for me; 6 with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not 
pleased. 7 Then I said, 'Here I am-- it is written about me in the scroll-- I have come to do your 
will, my God.'" 8 First he said, "Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you 
did not desire, nor were you pleased with them"-- though they were offered in accordance 
with the law. 9 Then he said, "Here I am, I have come to do your will." He sets aside the first to 
establish the second.  
 
Romans 5:15-19 (page 785) But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the 
trespass of the one man, how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace 
of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16 Nor can the gift of God be compared 
with the result of one man's sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, 
but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. 17 For if, by the trespass of the 
one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's 
abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, 
Jesus Christ! 18 Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so 
also one righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people. 19 For just as through the 
disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of 
the one man the many will be made righteous.  
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John 14:8-11 (page 752)  Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for 
us." 9 Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a 
long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the 
Father'? 10 Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I 
say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is 
doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at 
least believe on the evidence of the works themselves.  
 
John 1:1-2 (page 739)  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 
 
John 1:14 (page 739)  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.  

 
Verse Three 

Hail the heavenly Prince of Peace!  Hail the Sun of Righteousness!  Light and life 
to all He brings,  Risen with healing in His wings.  Mild He lays His glory 

by,  Born that man no more may die.  Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to 

give them second birth. 
 
Philippians 2:5-11 (page 819)  In your relationships with one another, have the same 
mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the 
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as 
a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death-- even death on a cross! 9 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every 
name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.  
 
Verse Four 

Come, Desire of nations, come,  Fix in us Thy humble home;  Rise, the woman’s 

conquering Seed,  Bruise in us the serpent’s head.  Now display Thy saving 
power,  Ruined nature now restore;  Now in mystic union join  Thine to ours, 

and ours to Thine. 
 
Genesis 3:1-15 (page 2)  Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the 
LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any 
tree in the garden'?" 2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the 
garden, 3 but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'" 4 "You will not certainly die," the serpent 
said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree 
was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took 
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some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then 
the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig 
leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 8 Then the man and his wife heard the 
sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid 
from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, 
"Where are you?" 10 He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was 
naked; so I hid." 11 And he said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?" 12 The man said, "The woman you put here with 
me-- she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it." 13 Then the LORD God said to the 
woman, "What is this you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I 
ate." 14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, "Cursed are you 
above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all 
the days of your life. 15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."  
 
Verse Five 

Adam’s likeness, Lord, efface,  Stamp Thine image in its place:  Second Adam 

from above,  Reinstate us in Thy love.  Let us Thee, though lost, regain,  Thee, 
the Life, the inner man:  O, to all Thyself impart,  Formed in each believing 

heart. 
 
My Next Step 
I will find a way to celebrate a Christ centered Christmas this year. 
 
I would like to join Braden Pennington in his ‘Chronological Bible Reading Plan’ starting in 
2015...my email address is: ___________________________________ 
 
 


