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Ephesians 4:7-16 (page 812) 
NIV 

7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.
 8
 This is why it says: "When 

he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men."
 9

 (What does "he ascended" 

mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions?
 10

 He who descended is the very one 

who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.)
 11

 It was he who gave 

some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,
 

12
 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up

 13
 until we all 

reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the 

whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
 14

 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by 

the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of 

men in their deceitful scheming.
 15

 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into 

him who is the Head, that is, Christ.
 16

 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every 

supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

 
These standards are based upon the HOLINESS and MORALITY of God, and are lived out as a 
RESULT of our love for Him and for others 
 
Diversity within Unity / The Gifts of God 
 

Ephesians 4:7-10 (page 812) 
NIV 

7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.
 8
 This is why it says: "When 

he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men."
 9

 (What does "he ascended" 

mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions?
 10

 He who descended is the very one 

who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 

 
Paul moves from a discussion of UNITY to a discussion of the unique INDIVIDUAL WAY in 
which Christ works in all of our lives   
 
These gifts COME FROM GOD and they fundamentally CHANGE AND/OR EMPOWER the 
individual Christian and the collective Christians we call the Church, and their presence is 
essential to what it means to be Christian 
 
We are called upon by God to be TRANSFORMED, EMPOWERED, and MOTIVATED by the gift 
of His grace in our lives, expressing that giftedness with HUMBLE UNITY in SERVICE TO 
OTHERS 
 
The actual words gift, gifts, giftings and the concepts related to them come to us in THREE 
SIGNIFICANT WAYS 
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Romans 12:1-8 (page 788) 
NIV 

1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, 

holy and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship.
 2
 Do not conform any longer to the 

pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 

and approve what God's will is-- his good, pleasing and perfect will.
 3

 For by the grace given me I say 

to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself 

with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.
 4

 Just as each of us 

has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function,
 5

 so in Christ 

we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.
 6

 We have different gifts, 

according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.
 7
 

If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach;
 8

 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if 

it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern 

diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 

 

1 Peter 4:10-11 (page 841) 
NIV 

10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's 

grace in its various forms.
 11

 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. 

If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be 

praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
These passages speak to us of how the grace of God is reflected in how we have been 
INDIVUDALLY CREATED, specifically in those whose lives have been redeemed from the 
DESTROYING EFFECTS of sins 
 
What sin does is COVER UP, break, twist, and DEMENT the reflection of God into something 
that is destructive BOTH TO YOU and the people around you 
 

1 Corinthians 12:4-13 (page 797) 
NIV 

4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.
 5

 There are different kinds of service, but the 

same Lord.
 6
 There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.

 7
 

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.
 8

 To one there is given 

through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same 

Spirit,
 9

 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,
 10

 to another 

miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking 

in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.
 11

 All these are the work 

of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.
 12

 The body is a unit, 

though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with 

Christ.
 13

 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body-- whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free-- 

and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 

 
This passage has to do with the MANIFESTATIONS OF THE SPIRIT (phanerios in Greek) 
revealing how human beings that have become the temple of the Holy Spirit also become 
the avenue by which that Spirit expresses HIMSELF IN NON-HUMAN WAYS   
 
1 Corinthians 12:28 (page 98) 
NIV 

28 And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 
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workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of 

administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. 

 

Ephesians 4:11-16 (page 812) 
NIV 

11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some 

to be pastors and teachers,
 12

 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ 

may be built up
 13

 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 

become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
 14

 Then we will no longer be 

infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by 

the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.
 15

 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we 

will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.
 16

 From him the whole body, joined 

and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its 

work. 

 

Hebrews 13:17 (page 836) 
NIV 

17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must 

give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no 

advantage to you. 

 
These passages discuss the usage of the word gift or gifts used to refer to how God uses 
some people to ASSIST OTHERS IN DISCOVERING AND FUNCTIONING in the first two 
understandings of gifts 
 
Outside of unity any expression of these things becomes DISTORTED, and if they are 
expressed so far outside of unity as to be expressed without love, Paul warns that they are 
like a CLANGING GONG, no longer pleasant and life giving but grating and annoying 
 
My Next Step 
I need to acknowledge my unique gifting in God. 
 
I need to practice and develop my proper usage of my unique gifting in God. 
 
I need to respect and be blessed by the unique gifting of others. 
 


