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January 8, 2012 
Transformational Change 

 
The Goal of Transformation – Being Imitators of the Christ, Part 1    
 

2 Corinthians 5:17 (page 803) 
NIV 

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new 

has come! 

 
The problem is that we have “DEVOTED CHRISTIANS” that are seemingly unchanged   
 
The actual end or goal of being born again or inviting Jesus into our lives is that INDIVIDUALLY (the 
people we call Christians) and collectively (the group of Christians we call the Church) are to 
become IMITATORS OF THE CHRIST 
 

Romans 8:29 (page 785) 
NIV 

Romans 8:29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his 

Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 

 
We must never replace the GOAL OF CHRISTIANITY – being conformed to the image of Jesus Christ, 
becoming a true imitator of the Christ – with the PARTS that make up the whole or with the BY 
PRODUCTS of the goal   
 
We are all parts of a body that COLLECTIVELY DISPLAYS the reality of Jesus. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 (page 797) 
NIV 

1 Corinthians 12:4 There are different kinds of gifts (charisma), but the same Spirit.
 5

 There are 

different kinds of service (diakonia), but the same Lord.
 6

 There are different kinds of working 

(energema), but the same God works all of them in all men.
 7

 Now to each one the manifestation 

(phanerosis) of the Spirit is given for the common good.
 8

 To one there is given through the Spirit the 

message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit,
 9

 to another 

faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,
 10

 to another miraculous powers, 

to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of 

tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.
 11

 All these are the work of one and the same 

Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. 

 

Paul is building an argument that essentially describes DIVERSITY within unity rather than 
UNIFORMITY 
 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-25 (page 797) 

NIV 
1 Corinthians 12:12 

12
 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its 

parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.
 13

 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into 

one body-- whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free-- and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
 14

 

Now the body is not made up of one part but of many.
 15

 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a 
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hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.
 16

 And if 

the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason 

cease to be part of the body.
 17

 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If 

the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?
 18

 But in fact God has arranged the 

parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.
 19

 If they were all one part, where 

would the body be?
 20

 As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
 21

 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I 

don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!"
 22

 On the contrary, those parts 

of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,
 23

 and the parts that we think are less honorable 

we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty,
 24

 

while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body 

and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it,
 25

 so that there should be no division in the body, 

but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 

 

My Next Step 
I choose to pursue the goal of individually being conformed to the image of Christ 
 
I choose to acknowledge my part of being a member of the Body of Christ and to honor others in their 
part. 
 

 
 


