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Ephesians 4:7-16 
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Servant Leadership/Spiritual Facilitators 

 

Ephesians 4:7-16 (page 812) 
NIV 

7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.
 8

 This is why it says: "When he 

ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men."
 9

 (What does "he ascended" mean except 

that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions?
 10

 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher 

than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.)
 11

 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be 

prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,
 12

 to prepare God's people for works of 

service, so that the body of Christ may be built up
 13

 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of 

the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
 14

 Then we will no 

longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and 

by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.
 15

 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will 

in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.
 16

 From him the whole body, joined and held 

together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

 

Equipping means just that, PREPARING SOMEONE FOR A TASK—Work is the word for the 

EXPENDITURE OF ENERGY and service comes from the same word that deacon comes from.  It 

literally comes from the word used for slave and has to do with PROVIDING A SERVICE TO SOMEONE 

ELSE 

 

Hebrews 13:17 (page 836) 
NIV 

17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an 

account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you. 

 

The activity of the people who are gifted to live and work among those whom they serve by 

equipping them for works of service is to PRODUCE CERTAIN THINGS 
 

The first intended result is “THE BUILDING UP OF THE BODY OF CHRIST”  
 

Another intended result is “ATTAINING TO THE UNITY OF THE FAITH”   
 

The next intended result of these pesky people’s activity among us is to help us come to “THE 

KNOWLEDGE OF THE SON OF GOD”   
 

The summary of all of this is MATURITY—Maturity is when you are actually expending energy in THE 

SERVICE OF OTHERS, operating in HUMILITY AND UNITY, deeply trusting in the PERSON OF 

JESUS whom you know personally and intimately regarding all things 

 

 

 

My Next Step 

I will embrace the concept of spiritual growth in my life. 

 

I will expect Christian Leadership to motivate me toward growth in my life. 
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