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January 27, 2013 
The Issue of Abortion in 21st Century America 

 
The Struggle to Create a Moral View in America 
~By anecdote:  The creation of morality BASED UPON A STORY 

 
~By the passion of the moment:  What is happening RIGHT NOW AND HOW DO I FEEL 
ABOUT IT 

 
~By Culture:  What the people around me SAY IS CORRECT 

 
The untaken option by the Word of God:  What does GOD SAY ABOUT THE ISSUE 
 
Abortion in light of how we create moral view 
~There is always a STORY 
 
~There is always an EMOTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCE 
 
~Culture always has a POINT OF VIEW 
  
Where we have come to legally is that humanness – for this is the moral issue that the legal 
issue is confronted by – is based upon THE WILL OF THE MOTHER 
  
This was done not by pursuing the question of when is a baby a baby, but by saying that 
the “owner” of the baby – the mother – had full control over the life of the child based on 
the mother’s right to privacy 
  
God has an opinion 
The perspective of God deals directly with the question we have not directly answered 
legally and that is WHEN IS A BABY A BABY 
 
God’s perspective is based on the concept of the dignity of human life, not based on the 
means and matter of CONCEPTION, not based upon the OPINION OF ANY OTHER HUMAN, 
and not based on the perspective of the CARE GIVER, but based upon the very reproductive 
process created by God Himself   
 

Psalm 139:1-18 (page 436) 
NIV 

1 For the director of music. Of David. A psalm. O LORD, you have searched me and you know me.
 

2
 You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.

 3
 You discern my going 

out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.
 4

 Before a word is on my tongue you know 

it completely, O LORD.
 5
 You hem me in-- behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me.

 6
 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.
 7
 Where can I go from your Spirit? 

Where can I flee from your presence?
 8

 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the 

depths, you are there.
 9
 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea,

 10
 even 

there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.
 11

 If I say, "Surely the darkness will 
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hide me and the light become night around me,"

 12
 even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night 

will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you.
 13

 For you created my inmost being; you knit me 

together in my mother's womb.
 14

 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your 

works are wonderful, I know that full well.
 15

 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in 

the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth,
 16

 your eyes saw my unformed 

body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.
 17

 How 

precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them!
 18

 Were I to count them, they 

would outnumber the grains of sand. When I awake, I am still with you. 

 

Job 31:13-23 (page 369) 
NIV 

13 "If I have denied justice to my menservants and maidservants when they had a grievance against 

me,
 14

 what will I do when God confronts me? What will I answer when called to account?
 15

 Did not he 

who made me in the womb make them? Did not the same one form us both within our mothers?
 16

 "If I 

have denied the desires of the poor or let the eyes of the widow grow weary,
 17

 if I have kept my bread 

to myself, not sharing it with the fatherless--
 18

 but from my youth I reared him as would a father, and 

from my birth I guided the widow--
 19

 if I have seen anyone perishing for lack of clothing, or a needy 

man without a garment,
 20

 and his heart did not bless me for warming him with the fleece from my 

sheep,
 21

 if I have raised my hand against the fatherless, knowing that I had influence in court,
 22

 then let 

my arm fall from the shoulder, let it be broken off at the joint.
 23

 For I dreaded destruction from God, 

and for fear of his splendor I could not do such things. 

 

Judges 13:3-7 (page 177) 
NIV 

3 The angel of the LORD appeared to her and said, "You are sterile and childless, but you are going 

to conceive and have a son.
 4
 Now see to it that you drink no wine or other fermented drink and that 

you do not eat anything unclean,
 5

 because you will conceive and give birth to a son. No razor may be 

used on his head, because the boy is to be a Nazirite, set apart to God from birth, and he will begin the 

deliverance of Israel from the hands of the Philistines."
 6

 Then the woman went to her husband and told 

him, "A man of God came to me. He looked like an angel of God, very awesome. I didn't ask him 

where he came from, and he didn't tell me his name.
 7
 But he said to me, 'You will conceive and give 

birth to a son. Now then, drink no wine or other fermented drink and do not eat anything unclean, 

because the boy will be a Nazirite of God from birth until the day of his death.'" 

 

Genesis 25:21-24 (page 17) 
NIV 

21 Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was barren. The LORD answered 

his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant.
 22

 The babies jostled each other within her, and she 

said, "Why is this happening to me?" So she went to inquire of the LORD.
 23

 The LORD said to her, 

"Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be 

stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger."
 24

 When the time came for her to give 

birth, there were twin boys in her womb. 

 
There are the EMOTIONS that justify our ACCEPTANCE of what is legal 
--The person I see and know is more important than the person I CANNOT SEE 
 
--The circumstances of CONCEPTION influence the value of what is conceived 

 
--The DESIRABILITY of what is conceived influences the value of what is conceived 
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God does not consider our emotions or our convenience when He discusses morality 
BASED UPON TRUTH. Right is right and wrong is wrong regardless of how we feel about it 
and regardless of what it requires of us.  But He does consider our emotions and 
convenience when He discusses rules for behavior.  The standards for behavior that God 
provides for us are designed to keep us from facing the conflict between our behavior and 
morality.  They are DESIGNED TO PROTECT US from negative consequences even when they 
call for courageous acts of obedience 
 
We have legally decided that prior to birth a baby is not human, and 
culturally/emotionally we have decided that the CONVENIENCE of the care provider and 
the CIRCUMSTANCES of conception emotionally justify our legal decision 
 
My concern for the “easy answer” that abortion seems to provide for some circumstances – 
either the circumstances of conception or the circumstances post birth – is that we are 
REQUIRED to DEHUMANIZE PEOPLE to achieve the easy answer.  First of all we have to 
dehumanize the baby, which we have done legally, but it essentially says to everyone that 
we are ONLY VALUABLE if we are properly conceived and loved by those who conceived us. 
 
The same perspective requires the ACKNOWLEDGMENT of the FULL HUMANITY of all 
persons from conception to natural death imposes on us requirements of care for the 
unwanted, unplanned, handicapped, aged, and infirmed. Foster care and adoption become 
ESSENTIALLY REQUIRED of us 
 
Matthew 25:31-46 (page 690) 
NIV 

31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne 

in heavenly glory.
 32

 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one 

from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.
 33

 He will put the sheep on his right and 

the goats on his left.
 34

 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my 

Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.
 35

 For I was 

hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you invited me in,
 36

 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after 

me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'
 37

 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did 

we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?
 38

 When did we see you a 

stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?
 39

 When did we see you sick or in prison 

and go to visit you?'
 40

 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least 

of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'
 41

 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, 

you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
 42

 For I was hungry and 

you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink,
 43

 I was a stranger and you 

did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did 

not look after me.'
 44

 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger 

or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?'
 45

 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, 

whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.'
 46

 "Then they will go away 

to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 
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My Next Step 
 
I will come to a place of allowing God to define my moral perspectives. 
 
I will accept His forgiveness and healing for those places in my life where I have violated true 
morality. 
 
I will determine to commit myself to the practical assistance of the victims of immorality. 


