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The biblically based marriage relationship is based upon OBEDFIENCE AND SACRIFICE that 
is celebrated PHYSICALLY 
 
Hebrews 13:4 (page 845) 
Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the 
adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 
 
 
(Insert Pyramid Fill-in here) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The demise of marriage in our culture is directly linked to our REJECTION OF GOD as an 
authority in our lives 
 
Romans 1:16-32 (page 782) 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to 
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel the 
righteousness of God is revealed-- a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is 
written: "The righteous will live by faith." 18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven 
against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their 
wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made 
it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-- his eternal 
power and divine nature-- have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been 
made, so that people are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified 
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him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts 
were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the 
glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and 
animals and reptiles. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to 
sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth 
about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator-- who is 
forever praised. Amen. 26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their 
women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men 
also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. 
Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for 
their error. 28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of 
God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. 

29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are 
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, 
insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 

they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although they know God's 
righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do 
these very things but also approve of those who practice them.  

 
The God formula for marriage is built on COMMITMENT AND SACRIFICE.  It is the personal 
and permanent commitment to do life together UNTIL LIFE ENDS 
 
1 Corinthians 7:10-11 (page 796) 
To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate from her 
husband. 11 But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. 
And a husband must not divorce his wife.  
 
Matthew 19:3-9 (page 689) 
Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife for any and every reason?" 4 "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the 
Creator 'made them male and female,' 5 and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father 
and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? 6 So they are no 
longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate." 7 

"Why then," they asked, "did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce 
and send her away?" 8 Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because 
your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. 9 I tell you that anyone who 
divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits 
adultery."  
 
When we speak of sacrifice, we are essentially referring to BASIC HUMAN KINDNESS – the 
ability to put the concerns of others ahead of yourself – it is the commitment to act with 
kindness toward the same person CONSISTENTLY 
 
The cultural formula starts with SELF-IUNDULGENCE – emotionally and physically – and the 
only commitment is that of staying as long as it is working for me without me having to 
work too hard to make it work 
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The biblical marriage model starts with SUBMISSION AND OBEDIENCE TO GOD that informs 
us regarding how we treat one another 
 
Ephesians 5:1-8 (page 816) 
Follow God's example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and walk in the way of love, just 
as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 3 But 
among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of 
greed, because these are improper for God's holy people. 4 Nor should there be obscenity, 
foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. 5 For of this you 
can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person-- such a person is an idolater-- has any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, 
for because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 7 Therefore do 
not be partners with them. 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 
Live as children of light  
 
Ephesians 5:21-33 (816) 
Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own 
husbands as you do to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the 
head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to 
Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your 
wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, 
cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as 
a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In 
this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife 
loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their 
body, just as Christ does the church-- 30 for we are members of his body. 31 "For this reason a 
man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 
flesh." 32 This is a profound mystery-- but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33 However, 
each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her 
husband.  
 

 
My Next Step 
I need to repent of and change my unbiblical behaviors in my current relationships. 
 
I need to prepare myself to fulfill my part in a marriage and family. 
 
 


